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Shahal backs Palestinian state 
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Masri, Dumas discuss Gulf peace 

PARIS (Petra) — Foreign Minister Taber A1 Masri and his French 
counterpart Roland Dumas Friday reviewed the Soviet initiative to end 
the war in the Gulf and bring about peace to the region. Mr. Masri voiced 
Jordanian support for the plan and stressed the need for France and the 
European countries to follow a course that would enable them to deal with 
the plan “swiftly and positively.” Mr. Masri said France should play its 
role in supporting peaceful dialogue and implementing international 
legitimacy without going beyond its limitation, as is expected by the 
Arabs. Mr. Masri and Mr. Dumas discussed future relations between the 
Arab World and the European Community (ECJ as well as the 
Jordanian-French relations. The meeting was attended by tbe Jordanian 
ambassador to France, Awad A! KhalidL Mr. Masri will hold a meeting 
next Monday with the (EC) “uoic,” which groups Luxembourg, Italy and 
the Netherlands, to dismiss future Arab-European relations in the light of 
the prevailing situation in the region. This will be pan of a series of 
meetings the European Community will be holding with several of the 
countries in the region. 
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War and peace hang on balance 


Soviets present revised 
six-point peace proposal 
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Combined agency despatches 

;-y A SOVIET SPOKESMAN Fri- 
_ j day presented a revised six-point 
/ V set of provisions agreed by Iraqi 
^ Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz for 
' an Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait 
and an end to the Gulf war. 

' ■■{ The new plan, which the 
" spokesman said had not yet been 
' ratified by the Iraqi leadership In 
. r ; . Baghdad, appeared to be part of 
L ;- an effort by Moscow to bring its 
own peace plan and U.S. de- 
mauds closer together. 

^ Reached after lengthy new dis- 
cussions during the day, the pro- 
visions call for the withdrawal to 
begin one day after a cease-fire, 
Soviet spokesman Vitaly 
Ignatenko said. 

He said the withdrawal would 


be completed 21 days after the 
ceasefire. 

U.S. President George Bush 
demanded earlier Friday that 
Iraq begin a withdrawal of its 
troops from Kuwait by noon 
Saturday Eastern U.S. time (1700 
GMT) and complete it within a 
week in order to avoid a ground 
war. 

Asked about the response of 
Soviet President Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev to Mr. Bush's ultimatum, 
Mr. Ignatenko said it was the 
revised Soviet plan. 

Mr. Ignatenko said Mr. Gor- 
bachev had spoken with Mr. 
Bush by telephone for 90 minutes 
just before the news conference. 
Bush spokesman Marlin Fitzwa- 
ter said the U.S. president had no 
immediate comment. 


In addition. Mr. Ignatenko 
listed these points of the new 
plan: 

— Iraq would implement U.N. 
resolution 660, calling for an im- 
mediate withdrawal from Kuwait, 
without delay and without condi- 
tions- 

— After withdrawal, all other 
Security Council resolutions will 
“lose their meaning and be res- 
cinded.” 

— Prisoners of war would be 
released within 72 hours after tbe 
cease-fire begins. 

— Supervision of the with- 
drawal would be conducted by a 
peacekeeping force determined 
by tbe U.N. Security Council. 

In Washington, Mr. Bush had 

(Continued on page 5) 
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U.N. on 
standby 

1 Combined agency dispatches 


THE U.N. Security Council, 
which for months has played a 
key rolttn the Gulf crisis, waited 
and washed on the sidelines Fri- 
day & Moteow, Washington and 

' " Baghdad cfy a diplomatic dance 

\ out peace plans. 

Secretary -General Javier Perez 
. . “ de Cuellar praised the Soviet 
V Union “for having made such an 
"j important effort" with a peace 
plan it put forth and said he 
r considered Iraq's willingness to 
withdraw from Kuwait “really 
very, very important." 

• But , all eyes were on the 15 
members of the Security Council, 
who authorised die resolutions 

, that led to the military action 
against Iraq over hs invasion of 
Kuwait last August. 

Ambassadors of the council 

• :V members were on standby wait- 

• ' ing to be briefed by the Soviet 

Union on the latest details of its 
peace plan negotiated in Moscow 
. with Iraq’s foreign minister. 

■ : ' Diplomats said, however, that 
? Western objections to the plan 
. could stall any moves for a cease- 
.. fire. 

The council is expected at some 
° point to consider calling for a 

• cease-fire, a lifting of sanctions 
against Iraq and authorisation of 
a U.N. peacekeeping force to 

. monitor an Iraqi and allied pull- 
out from the Gulf region. 

U.N. officials, meanwhile, 
have been drawing up contingen- 
cy plans for a peacekeeping role 
• that could include supervision of 
hoop withdrawals, possible crea- 

• *‘ 0n °f a buffer force, reconstrnc- 
■-'don and rehabibation, and re- 

... fagee aid. 

• • l - . Diplomats said council con- 

notations -could continue for 
•- . several days until Iraq’s U.N. 

' " ..ambassador returns from con- 
• : snhations in Moscow with Iraqi 
"'.■‘Foreign Minis ter Tareq Aziz. 
Soviet Ambassador Ynli 
Vorontsov was expected to call a 
meeting or at least informal con- 
at which time the Un- 
iV jited States and other allies were 
«*pected to present then- condi- 
- w .tions for peace. But diplomats 
-. " said Mr. Vorontsov had not yet 
'received instructions from Mos- 
. sow. 

There was uncertainty about 
■; ’^Jvhat the council could do even 
' rfter it was briefed on tbe Soviet 
Proposals. 

“Any ceasefire will have to 
•■ 'tune from the allied coalition 
'-'ighting die war,” said a Western 
./'Spjomat on the council. “The 
..-■■'.hated Nations authorised war 
' ut didn’t declare war on Iraq so 
' can’t declare a ceasefire 
•' ither." 

\ Another said he believed the 
" r^svietplan “was the beginningof 
' - . ■ end but only the beginning 
.' ■ Kl it’s quite a long end-" 

*;■ •■".'China, one of the council’s five 
■ ..j- innanent members with veto 
■■ : , -' Jwer f said it had always stood 
" ■ -r/ unconditionaJ withdrawal of 
.*■: 'tij from Kuwait and for a 
•: "i *■’ aceful settlement of the Gulf 


Bush wants Iraq 
to begin pullout 
by today evening 


Combined agency dispatches 

WASHINGTON — President 
George Bush Friday brushed off 

a Soviet plan for peace in the 
Gulf and demanded chat Iraq 
start palling our of Kuwait uncon- 
ditionally by noon EST (1700 
GMT) Saturday under threat of 
an imminent ground attack by the 
allies. 

The ultimatum gives Iraq one 
week to withdraw all of the hun- 
dreds of thousands of Iraqi troops 
that have occupied Kuwait since 
last Aug. 2. 

The allies want a tight time- 
frame for withdrawal to force 
Iraq to leave tanks, heavy artil- 
lery and other weapons behind 
and thus reduce Baghdad's future 
military power. 

Angrily accusing Iraq of start- 
ing a “scorched-earth policy” by 
torching Kuwaiti oil resources, 
Mr. Bush issued foe ultimatum 
after hurried overnight consulta- 
tions with ail U.S. allies in foe 
Gulf war. 

“The coalition will give Sad- 
dam Hussein until noon Saturday 
tp do what he must do — begin 
his imm ediate and unconditional 
withdrawal from Kuwait,” foe 
president said in a statement read 
to reporters in the White House 
Rose Garden. 

The White House specified la- 
ter that Mr. Bush meant noon 
Saturday Washington time — 8 
p.m. local time in Baghdad. 

Mr. Bush left it to spokesman 


Marlin Fuzwater to read foe very 
detailed withdrawal terms within 
the ultimatum, which said Iraq’s 
choice was to comply or face a 
land war against the Westem- 
Arab allies who now have about 
735,000 soldiers, sailors and air- 
men deployed in the Gulf region. 

“We are holding off on the 
ground war pending this oppor- 
tunity, and we will wait and see 
what happens and then make 
those decisions (on an invasion)," 
Mr. Fitzwater said. 

Pressed on whether that meant 
foe land war would start auto- 
matically on Saturday if Iraq 
ignored foe deadline, he dodged 
a specific reply, saying: 

"We obviously are not going to 
telegraph in advance when we’re 
going to stan foe ground force 
actions. We want to give (Iraq) 
foe opportunity to take advan- 
tage of this... offer.” 

U.S. military spokesman said 
again Friday that coalition forces 
were primed and ready to invade 
on signal. 

The U.S. terms were given to 
Iraqi diplomats in Washington. 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev telephoned Mr. Bush 
Thursday evening Washington 
time to outline an eight-point 
peace plan including a “full and 
unconditional withdrawal" which 
he said Iraq had accepted in 
principle. 

“The Soviet announcement 
(Continued on page 5) 


Libya to accept 
stranded Gazans 

By S. Rajashri and P.V. Vrvekanand 


AMMAN — Libya has offered 
to accept Palestinian residents 
of Kuwait who are stranded in 
foe emirate as a result of non- 
recognition of their travel- 
documents by Egypt and the 
Israeli occupation authorities, 
informed sources said Friday. 

The Libyan move came in 
response to intervention by 
Jordan and the Palestmie - Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO), 
foe sources said. It was not 
immediately known what 
kind of arrangement Libya was 
offering. 

“We have been informed 
that Libya is willing to accept 
all Arabs, particularly Palesti- 
nians from Gaza, who are de- 
nied entry to other countries 
because of non-recognition of 
travel documents," said one of 
the sources. “Arrangements 
are being made to set up pas- 
sage for those who wish to go 
to Libya,” added foe source. 

Jordan will be issuing its own 
laisser passez to those who 
wish to take advantage of the 
Libyan offer, the source said. 
The first of such documents 


was issued Wednesday to a 
Gazan who originally held 
Egyptian documents and he is 
expected to leave for Libya this 
week. A copy of foe foree- 
monfo-valid document made 
available to the Jordan Times 
indicated that he had entered 
-Jordan on Nov. 17, 1990. 

The source said the Gazan 
had travelled to Egypt on his, 
original laissez passer, but foe 
Egyptian authorities had con- 
fiscated foe document and ex- 
pelled him back to Jordan. 

Libyan diplomats in Amman 
were not immediately available 
for comment, but a North Afri- 
can source confirmed thax Tn- 
poli had conveyed its position 
to its partners in the Arab 
Maghreb Union — Algeria, 
Tunisia. Morocco and Mauri- 
tania — during a recent meet- ■ 
ing of their foreign ministers. 

“It was widely welcomed by 
all members of the union," 
said the source. “The Libyans 
sa id foey were also ready to 
accept Somalis and nationals of 


(Coatznued on page 5) 


King welcomes Soviet move and Iraqi response 


By Abdullah Hasanat 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein Friday welcomed foe 
Soviet initiative to end the Gulf 
war and Iraq’s acceptance of the 
plan and hoped that peace in foe 
Gulf would open “a bright and 
new chapter in the history of this 
Arab Nation.” 

“I am foil of optimism and 
hope at developments at hand." 
foe King told reporters at Marka 
airport after bidding farewell to 
Sudanese leader Omar Hassan Al 
Bashir. “1 hope we are at an end 
to darkness and are witnessing 


foe breaking of a new dawn.” 

The King Friday met separate- 
ly with the ambassadors of the 
five permanent members of foe 
U.N. Security Council — the 
U.S., the Soviet Union, China, 
France and Britain — and in- 
formed them of Jordan's re- 
sponse to the Soviet plan. King 
Hussein asked foe ambassadors 
to convey to their governments 
Jordan’s backing of the Soviet 
peace plan based on Security 
Council resolutions. 

The King also summoned Arab 
ambassadors to Jordan and told 
them of Jordan's backing of foe 
'peace drive and his hopes that 


new chapters in inter- Arab rela- 
tions would open. 

The King also telephoned Sy- 
rian President Hafez Al Assad 
and Yemeni President Ali Abdul- 
lah Saleh informing them of Jor- 
dan's full support of foe peace 
plan and hoping peace in the Gulf 
will help “restore Arab solidar- 
ity." the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported. The King also 
exchanged views over develop- 
ments in the region with former 
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gan- 
dhi, Petra said. 

The King told the ambassadors 

(Continued on page 5) 


King pays tribute to Rafsanjani 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein Friday sent a cable to Iranian 
President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani thanking him for his 
efforts aimed at ending the Gulf war and reaching a peaceful 
settlement of foe conflict. 

King Hussein expressed appreciation of Mr. Rafsanjani's con- 
tribution to peace efforts and to crystallising them into foe Soviet 
peace plan, “which we consider a distinguished achievement and a 
positive step towards what we all aspire to — assuring security and 
peace in foe Gulf region." 

“The Soviet peace plan and Iraq's acceptance of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 660 have brought all foe parties to the conflict 
to a historical point where foey can choose to have war or peace,” 
King Hussein said. “Iran's efforts, stemming from its keen interest 
on safeguarding higher Islamic interests, will be appreciated by 
everyone,” he added. 



His Majesty King Hussein with Sudanese leader Omar 
Bashir (Petra photo) 

Bashir ends visit, 
lauds Jordan’s stand 


AMMAN (Petra) — Sudan’s 
head of state Lieutenant General 
Omar Hassan Al Bashir Friday 
concluded a two-day visit to Jor- 
dan during which he held talks 
with His Majesty King Hussein 
on foe latest developments in the 
Gulf war and the efforts made to 
achieve a peaceful settlement of 
foe conflict. 

Gen. Bashir was seen off at foe 
airport by King Hussein. His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran and senior civil and milit- 
ary officials. 


In a departure statement, Gen. 
Bashir said his talks with foe King 
dealt with the current situation in 
foe Gulf. He described the Jorda- 
nian and Sudanese views on foe 
issue as identical. He added that 
Jordan's stands “are honourable 
to all Arabs.” 

We all know foe dangers Jor- 
dan is facing and foe plans hatch- 
ed against it,” he said. “Yet. 
Jordan has never budged or has 
never thought even for a single 

i Continued on page 5) 


Iraq rejects U.S. deadline, 
edges closer to Soviet plan 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ ON FRIDAY brushed 
aside as “shameful” a U.S. ulti- 
matum demanding it start with- 
drawing its troops from Kuwait 
Saturday. 

Iraq’s Ruling Revolutionary 
Command Council (RCC) back- 
ed a Soviet initiative under which 
it would only start withdrawing 
after a ceasefire and which would 
give its troops 21 days — three 
times as long as under foe U.S. 
timetable — to leave foe emirate . 

“We confirm that Iraq wants 
peace and is working seriously to 
support foe Soviet initiative and 
facilitate its success, but not out 
of fear of (U.S. President 
George) Bush's threat,” the RCC 
said in a statement. 

Tbe RCC denied , accusations 
made by Mr. Bush that Iraq was 
pursuing a “scorched-earth poli- 
cy” in Knwajt, deliberately des- 
troying oii and economic installa- 
tions in foe emirate. It called for 
foe formation of a United Na- 
tions committee to probe into 
these charges. 

The statement was aired in 
Arabic on Baghdad Radio, while 
an Information Ministry official 


read a shorter version in English 
to reporters at Baghdad’s Al 
Rashid hotel. 

“Iraq is for peace and is work- 
ing to facilitate foe success of the 
Soviet initiative," foe statement 
said. Mr. Bush, it said, is re- 
sponding to the Iraqi offers with 
“a shameful ultimatum.” 

“Bush might have been hasty 
to adopt a stance so he may enjoy 
his weekend holiday," foe state- 
ment said. It added that the U.S. 
president's latest threat reflected 
foe “evil intentions and desire for 
the continuation of foe aggres- 
sion." 

“We don't know if Bush 
wanted from this shameful ulti- 
matum to give foe illusion that 
foe (Soviet) peace initiative was 
due to bis ultimatums or that he 
wanted to give foe illusion to the 
world that be and his failing allied 
had defeated Iraq.” foe RCC 
said. 

“All he has done, he and his 
allies, since tbe night of January 
16/17 (when the Gulf war started) 
until now, has done nothing more 
than unleash his ravens to imple- 
ment a cowardly plan to destroy 
foe properties of Iraq’s innocent 
civilians." 


The RCC denounced Mr. Bush 
- for suggesting there was a conflict 
between President Saddam Hus- 
sein's speech Thursday and Fore- 
ign Minister Tareq Aziz’s stance 
in Moscow negotiations. 

“Tareq Aziz is authorised by 
His Excellency leader President 
Saddam Hussein to commit him- 
self to what he sees fit and to 
what will be agreed upon with foe 
Soviets regarding their peace in- 
itiative." 

Accusing foe U.S. and allied 
forc es of pursuing bombing raids. 
Iraq demanded: “Where is foe 
ceasefire agreement., did Bush 
imagine that Iraq would be silent 
at a time when he launches 
aggression and rambles in his 
cnildish statements?" 

Reading from a prepared text 
in English, foe infromation offi- 
cial who was not identified re- 
jected Mr. Bush's accusations 
that Iraq bad begun a “scorched- 
earth policy against Kuwait." 
destroying key economic installa- 
tions in the emirate. 

The Iraqi spokesman suggested 
that a United Nations team be 
dispatched to Iraq and Kuwait to 
inspect foe damage, which he said 
was cuased by the allied air war. 


PLO hails Iraqi acceptance of 
Soviet plan, says linkage exists 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

THE SOVIET UNION’S eight- 
point plan to stop foe war in the 
Gulf drew a positive, albeit 
guarded, response from Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
officials, although it does not 
include any reference to solving 
the Palestinian problem. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
was quoted Friday as saying 
Iraq's acceptance erf the Soviet 
plan to end foe Gulf war is what 
his organisation was “aspiring to” 
and should be examined by the 
United Nations and not foe Un- 
ited States. 

In a brief statement in Tunis, 
Mr. Arafat said that the Iraqi 
move indicated a "positive atti- 


tude," without making any refer- 
ence to foe absence of linkage 
between solutions to foe Gulf 
crisis and foe Palestine issue. 

Analysts and observers could 
not explain why Mr. Arafat did 
not mention what appeared to be 
a concession on foe Iraqi part. 
However, a senior aide to Mr. 
Arafat said that “foe Iraqi accept- 
ance (of foe Soviet plan) based on 
the initial Iraqi proposal (of Feb. 
15) to withdraw from Kuwait is a 
clear test of the intentions of the 
U.S.-led coalition and its com- 
pliance with U.N. resolutions.” 

Bassam Abu Sharif, political 
adviser to foe PLO chairman, 
told the Jordan Times in a tele- 
phone interview from Tunis that 
the Iraqi acceptance had opened 
“the door wide for foe establish- 


ment of a stable and secure Mid- 
dle East." 

Mr. Abu Sharif stressed the 
PLO's belief rhat linkage be- 
tween foe Gulf crisis and foe 
Palestine issue was a political tool 
used to highlight the double stan- 
dards of foe West in dealing with 
the region’s problems. 

While saying that foe word 
“connection” — rather than link- 
age — described the PLO's out- 
look on foe Iraqi demands for a 
simultaneous withdrawal of Iraq 
from Kuwait and Israel from foe 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, Mr. 
Aba Sharif stressed that it was 
only a political tie. 

“The connection between foe 
Golf crisis and foe Middle East 

(Continued on page 5) 


Baghdad over the weekend — mood 
of expectation, defiance and hope 


From I-amfe K. Axtdoni in Baghdad 


AN UNEASY atmosphere of 
expectation prevailed in Bagh- 
dad most of Thursday, Iraqis 
were aware that foe next day .. 
if not the next few hours — 
would be decisive in determin- 
ing foe course of war or peace. 

Then, in his broadcast to the 
nation and Muslim World that 
evening, Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein said Iraq would 
not surrender to foe United 
Siates-led coalition and that 
foe five-week-old Gulf war 
was heading for the “mother of 
all battles.” 

“They want us to surrender, 
but of course they‘11 be dis- 
appointed," foe Iraqi leader 
said, bnt made no reference to 
a Soviet peace proposal. 


The Iraqi leadership's 
announcement Tuesday that it 
was studying foe Soviet prop- 
osal had provided hope for 
Iraqis that their suffering might 
soon be over. But they were 
also aware that coalition forces 
were poised for a ground 
assault and that prospects for a 
cease-fire may be a mirage. 

The Iraqi news media’s refer- 
ence to foe Soviet proposal was 
reported prominently but in 
noncomittal fashion. At press 
time, Iraqis were awaiting the 
response from Foreign Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz, who was en 
route to Moscow.” 

“People are full of hope,” 
said Nouri, an Iraqi taxi driver. 
Markets were open, while ven- 


dors set up food stalls along foe 
sidewalks. Except for fuel and 
media ne, most items were 
available,, although very ex- 
pensive. 

Without electricity and run- 
ning water, life has become 
very difficult for Iraqis. But, 
foey say, foe hardest part is the 
feeling that civilian areas are 
not safe. This concern was 
reinforced last week when 
coalition forces bombed a pub- 
lic shelter killing hundreds of 
people. Tbe Pentagon claimed 
foe facility was a military bunk- 
er, but citizens in Baghdad 

were not willing to accept this 
claim. 

“This is nonsense. They are 
liars. Why are foey bombing 
(Continued on page 5) 


Allies press ahead 
with assault plans 


Combined agency dispatches 

ALLIED FORCES pushed 
ahead Friday with preparations 
for a ground offensive despite 
Iraq's positive response to a 
Soviet peace initiative. 

Forces rained bombs and artil- 
lery shells on Iraqi positions 
along foe northern desert front 
and foe capital, Baghdad. 

Epidemics are sweeping the 
southern Iraqi city of Basra and 
60 per cent of its two million 
population have fled from allied 
bombs, according to refugees 
reaching nearby Iran. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA. reporting from foe Ira- 
nian frontier town of Ahvaz, east 
of Basra, quoted refugees as 
saying that contaminated water 
had brought an outbreak of di- 
arrhoea and other diseases. 

Basra, Iraq’s second biggest 
city and a large garrison, has been 
the target of daily allied raids 
since the Gulf war began on Jan. 
17. 

One refugee, Ahmad Nosrat 
Hussein, 27, told IRNA he had 
seen women and children muti- 
lated by foe air raids and that 
damage included bridges, indust- 
rial centres and some civilian 
targets. 

Despite denials by allied milit- 
ary officials, Baghdad Radio said 
that as far as Iraq was concerned, 
the ground war had begun- In a 
commentary, it said Iraqi troops 
would “rub foe aggressors' noses 
in foe mud of defeat.” 

A military communique said 
Iraqi forces repulsed a three- 
pronged land assault across foe 
Saudi-Iraqi -border. 

The allies have escalated prob- 
ing attacks along foe front in 
recent days in preparation for the 
long-heralded ground offensive. 
But Baghdad apparently has in- 
terpreted the latest land assaults 


to mean the final showdown has 
begun. 

A military communique said an 
assault by a British armoured 
division on Thursday was 
crushed. But it added that the 
“enemy continued to engage our 
forces with fire.” 

"At 0915 today, foe enemy 
forces carried out preparatory 
bombardement of our forces 
accompanied by a new attempt to 
attack our forces in the same 
sector. 

“This unequivocally means 
that foe enemy has started foe 
ground battle. Yes, the ground 
battle has begun in view of the 
size of the enemy offensive, the 
goals he seeks to achieve and rhe 
course of the battle,” the radio 
said. 

A military communique said 
that after day-long fighting, “the 
situation has settled in favour of 
our heroic armed forces.” It said 
the enemy suffered “massive 
casualties,” and that some units 
were forced to retreat into Saudi 
Arabia before the battle was 
over. 

An earlier statement by the 
armed forces general command 
reported that Iraqi ground de- 
fences had repulsed a British air 
attack and downed five aircraft 
Thursday. It said a total of 23 
British sorties had been flown 
over civilian areas. 

Baghdad Radio held the Un- 
ited States, its allies and agents 
“responsible for this grave de- 
velopment which will wipe out aj] 
the peace opportunities that Iraq 
had welcomed.” 

A senior U.S. military spokes- 
man denied the Iraqi military 
statement that foe ground war 
had begun. 

American casualties mounted, 
meanwhile, with foe loss of seven 
soldiers in the crash of a UH-60 
Blackhawk helicopter. 







• m 




i 1 



21 


id 

dl 

le 


,ast 


ews 


Gulf ground war could be 
bloody, frustrating for allies 


By Charles Aldinger 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — A ground 
war for control of Kuwait, which 
seems increasingly likely, could 
be a frustrating, bloody affair 
despite weeks of punishing allied 
air attacks against entrenched 
Iraqi troops, U.S. military officials 
say. 

Even if American-led coalition 
forces use speedy armoured col- 
umns and highly mobile airborne 
and amphibious troops in coor- 
dinated drives to encircle Iraqi 
troops and artillery, close combat 
will take a toll on the attackers. 

“It’s not going to be a snap ... 
war is a bloody thing.” army 
Lieutenant-General Tom Kelly, a 
senior official with the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, told reporters this 
week. 

“I can still draw up IS scenarios 
every day that will cause us a lot 
of problems,” Gulf U.S. com- 
mander General Norman 
Schwarzkopf told the Los 
Angeles Times newspaper. 

Senior Pentagon officials, who 
asked not to be identified, stressed 
there were still a half-million 
Iraqi troops in and near Kuwait 
and that minefields, chemical 
artillery shells, tanks and bunkers 
were likely to slow and frustrate 
the allies. 

“Even if you don't take them 
head-on, it will probably by frus- 
trating at points to say the least. 
Don't look for this thing to be 
over in a week,” said one of the 
officials. 

The officials refused to give 
any hint at the timing for a 
ground war after Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein vowed in a 


speech on Thursday that his 
country would continue the strug- 
gle in the Gulf war, confident of 
victory. 

At the White House, spokes- 
man Marlin Fitzwater implied 
President George Bush had not 
yet made a final decision on when 
to launch a ground offensive. 

When and tf Mr. Bush gives the 
order for the attack by elements 
of a 700,000-strong coalition 
force, it is expected to result in an* 
attempt to encircle, divide and 
conquer rather than a broad, 
head-on charge against entren- 
ched Iraqis. 

Instead of thrusting whole 
allied divisions across 160 
kilometres of Saudi border into 
Kuwait at once, defence officials 
have indicated that a ground war 
would begin at several points, 
including an amphibious landing 
in northeastern Kuwait and a 
strike into southern Iraq west of 
Kuwait. 

The attack could come as early 
as this week, the same week that 
U.S. marines 46 years ago laun- 
ched an attack on the Japanese- 
occupied island of Iwo Jima in the 
Pacific. Those forces had been 
softened by a massive air and 
naval bombardment, but the 
attackers suffered nearly 23,000 
dead and wounded in capturing 
the jungle island during World 
War H. 

All but about 200 of the 23,000 
Japanese defenders died, many in 
suicide attacks. 

Major-General Harry Jenkins, 
commander of a 17,000-man U.S. 
marine amphibious force in the 
Gulf, told reporters, on Wednes- 
day in any risky assault on the 


beaches of Kuwait, 

He said aboard the command 
ship USS Nassau in the Gulf that 
an amphibious landing would 
likely cause substantial damage to 
civilian property on the coastline. 

Gen. Jenkins, who commands 
an amphibious force that has 
been at sea for six months, said 
possible operation for his troops 
included a foil-scale landing, one 
or more limited operations or 
even a decoy assault or feint to tie 
down coastal defence troops 
while allied ground forces laun- 
ched attacks elsewhere. 

* He said that much of the 

Kuwaiti coastline is urban and 
that buildings, many of them 
fortified by Iraqi troops, would 
be targets for naval gunfire and 
air strikes before marines hit the 
beach. 

In Saudi Arabia on Thursday, 
U.S. Marine Brigadier-General 
Richard Neal suggested that 
fighting to liberate Kuwait City, 
for example, could be very diffi- 
cult. 

“They (Iraqis) have woven 
themselves into the very fabric 
and structure of Kuwait City.” he 
told reporters. 

U.S. Chiefs of Staff Chairman 
General Colin Powell and his 
Gulf commanders stress that 
mobility and air power are keys 
to isolating and chopping up Iraqi 
defenders, many of them in 
underground bunkers. 

“I’m not going to go stupidly 
into what Iraq believes is its 
strength ... we will go against (its) 
weaknesses with our strengths,” 
Sen. Powell told reporters return- 
ing with him from a visit to Saudi 
Arabia last month. 


7 U.S. 

soldiers 

killed 


RIYADH (AP) — A U.S. army 
helicopter on a medical evacua- 
tion mission crashed in bad 
weather in western Saudi Arabia, 
killing seven soldiers, the U.S. 
command said early Friday. 

A statement by the command 
provided few details of the crash, 
which happened before dawn 
Thursday. The area where it 
occurred has been hit in recent 
days by a series of shamals. or 
sandstorms, that typically occur 
this time of year. 

According to unofficial re- 
cords, the crash was the deadliest 
U.S. non-combat air crash since 
the allies began bombing Iraqi 
froces on Jan. 17, and raised the 
number of airmen killed in non- 
combat incidents to 22. 


In the worst previous accident, 
the crash of a Marine Corps 
UH-1 Huey helicpoter on Feb. 1 
killed four crewmen. 


In an accident that occurred 
before the allied bombing cam- 
paign began, a U.S. C-5 cargo 
plane crashed on Aug. 29 while 
taking off from Ramstein air base 
in West Germany, killing 13 of 17 
people aboard. The plane had 
been headed to the Gulf region. 

An investigation of the crash 
was under way. the command 
said. 


U.S. soldiers rob 
car crash victims 


NEAR THE SAUDI BORDER 
(R) — War has brutalised at least 
some of the U.S. soldiers fighting 
in Operation Desert Storm, 
according to Staff Sergeant Joe 
Ray. 

He said he was driving along 
the main supply route towards 
the Gulf war front lines two 
weeks ago when he had to swerve 
off the road to avoid an oncoming 
tanker truck. 


The vehicle behind him — the 
new version of the army jeep 
known as Humvee — hit a con- 
crete drainage ditch and rolled 
over. 

TBE passenger, a woman sol- 
dier, was thrown through the 
windscreen while the driver re- 
mined trapped inside the wreck. 

Sgt. Ray, who is assigned to the 
vehicle pool of the 13th evacua- 
tion hospital, wrapped the 
woman in a sleeping bag and was 
about to pull the driver from the 
Humvee when a bus pulled up. 

Several GIs got off but none 
offered to help. Instead, they 
began looting the Humvee, Sgt. 
Ray said. 

One soldier, he recalled, tried 
to lift the driver’s legs to take 
packs of cigarettes. Others began 
to drag off the sleeping bag. 

“I don’t think they realised that 
she was in it,” Sgt. Ray said. 


“When she said something — 
she was conscious the whole time 
— they just looked at her." 

The GIs only let go of the 
sleeping bag when Sgt. Ray 
loaded his M-16 and threatened 
to open fire. Then, ran for the 
bus. He said he could not identify 
to which unit they belonged. 

“How can you tell people that 
Americans are treating Amer- 
icans like that? 

“It just makes my heart 
ache...I can't think of any reason 
people would act like that." 

An ambulance was waved 
down to take the two soldiers to a 
nearby hospital. They survived 
the crash. 


Sgt. Ray, 41, from Madison, 
Wisconsin, was appalled. 

“You see people in need and 
what do you do? You want to 
steal sleeping bags? I can expect 
that from my enemy but, damn, I 
don’t expect that from Amer- 
icans.” 


Sgt. Ray would like to see the 
incident as an isolated aberration. 

But he has travelled the Saudi 
highways as far north as Jordan 
and has seeu frequent scenes of 
soldiers — Americans and others 
— stripping vehicles. 

“There’s callousness here. I 
just don't understand where it 
came from.” 


Iraqi mines, 

air force’ 


still big 
threat’ 


ABOARD DUTCH FRIGATE 
(R) — A Gulf allied naval com- 
mander says mines at sea and 
Iraq’s surviving air force, much of 
it now in Iran, remain serious 
threats to allied ships as long as 
the Gulf war lasts. 

Captain Pieter Kok. comman- 
der of the three ships operating 
with the main U.S. carrier task- 
force in the Gulf, said that moni- 
toring planes which had lied the 
war zone into Iran was a main 
concern of the allied navies. 

“The air force of Iraq has not 
been fully destroyed. It is still 
there. The better part has evacu- 
ated to Iran for as yet unknown 
purposes,” he said in an interview 
on his flagship, the Dutch 
warship Jacob Van Heemskerck. 

Iran, neutral in the conflict, has 
officially confirmed that 22 Iraqi 
warplanes have taken refuge in 
Iran and has repeatedly said it 
will beep all these planes until the 
end of the war. 

However, allied commanders 
say over 140 planes, including 
Iraq's best warplanes, have been 
seen on radar fleeing to Iran. 

Neither Iran, nor Iraq, has 
given a firm reason for the mass 
flight of Iraq’s air force and the 
allies remain uneasy about the 
large number of its combat planes 
in Iran within easy striking dis- 
tance of the large naval forces in 
the Gulf. 

Diplomats in Tehran, however, 
believe Iran would not want to 
spoil its carefully constructed 
neutral image by allowing Iraqi 
planes to operate out of its terri- 
tory. 

One senior Western diplomat 
suggested another reason for the 
difference in numbers: “If you 
admit only 22 planes, then at the 
end of the war you only have to 
give 22 planes, back.” 

Some diplomats believe 
Tehran might keep some of the 
Iraqi planes as delayed repara- 
tions for Iraq's 1980 invasion of 
Iran. 

Capt. Kok said allied radar had 
detected the Iraqi planes flying 
from base to base in Iran. A 
surprise Iraqi attack was not like- 
ly, but bad to be considered 
seriously, be said. 

High Iranian mountains para- 
llel to the Gulf could allow low- 
flying planes ' to sneak up unde- 
tected and cut down the time- 
allied air-defence ships would 
have to respond. 

“You can't look through the 
mountains with your AWACS 
(early warning radar planes). 
They could follow an overland 
route, fly low behind the moun- 
tains. let's say without the con- 
sent of Iran, turn right, and we 
would have two minutes warn- 
ing,” he said. 

Two minutes would be enough 
“but it would be hectic,” he said. 

Capt. Kok said U.S. comman- 
ders had also asked the Dutch 
navy to send more minesweepers 
after two U.S. warships were 
damaged by floating mines in the 
Gulf this week, the first such 
incident of the war. 

West European navies have 
most of the minesweepers in the 
NATO Western military alliance. 


Apache chief fired after ‘friendly fire’ 


SAUDI ARABIA (AP) — The 
commander of a battlion of 
Apache helicopters has been re- 
lieved of his post after he mis- 
rakenly fired on two U.S. 
armoured vehicles, killing two 
American soldiers, officials said 
Thursday. 

Officers in the division said 
army Lieutenant Colonel Ralph 
Hayles had violated division 
guidelines that commanding 
officers were not to personally 
engage enemy forces. 

Col. Hayles had been flyii.g the 
Apache with the same crewmen 
for 15 months. He had been 
involved in aviation modernisa- 
tion for 12 years in the army. 

Tie two American soldiers 


were killed Sunday while a divi- 
sion task force was conducting 
screening operations just inside 
the Iraqi border and was attacked 
by an armoured column. U.S. 
troops returned fire with tow 
missiles and artillery, then called 
in the Apaches for closer support. 

Two Iraqi tanks were reported 
destroyed. There were no Amer- 
ican casualties at the hands of the 
Iraqis. Six soldiers were 
wounded. 

The division said in a statement 
released at the time that the 
Apache crew “is a well disci- 
plined and trained crew.*’ 

In an interview last month. 
Col. Hayles said aggressive use of 
the Apache would ultimately re- 


duce American battlefield casual- 
ties. 

“I think opportunities exist to 
use the Apache right from the 
start,” he said. “I think we have a 
big licence to go out there and 
maximise our technological 
advantages to minimise casual- 
ties. I’d like to see some bold use 
of the Apaches.” 

Col. Hayles said in the same 
interview last month that the 
U.S.-led coalition was employing 
a variety of methods to prevent 
mistaken fire. 

"We have two methods of fire 
control," he said. “If we fly 
beyond where friendly forces are, 
the vehicles are in enemy terri- 
tory. a free fire zone, and we see 


vehicles and kill them. But in 
close contact fighting with tanks, 
we must have a positive identi- 
fication.” 


One method, he said, was for 
one helicopter to fly forward and 
make an identification while 
another remained farther back, 
ultimately to fire if a target 
proved to be the enemy. 


Asked if it was easy for heli- 
copters to gel confused in the 
heat of battle, he said that “the 
Apache always knows where it is, 
and where the edge of the Amer- 
ican forces are. Those are precise 
measurements. I have a high con- 
fidence we won’t shoot eolation 
forces.’’ 


75,000 arrested in 
three-year uprising 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israel has arrested 75,000 
Palestinians in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip during the 
38-month-old revolt against 
Israeli rule and prosecuted 45,000 
of them, according to the chief 
military prosecutor. 

Brigadier General Amnon 
Strashnov told Israel Television 
a total of 14,000 Palestinians 
had been held in “administrative 
detention’’ since the start of the 
intifada. 

Some 4,000 Palestinians are in 
“administrative detention now." 
Gen. Strashnov said. Administra- 
tive detention, which dates from 
the British mandate, allows civi- 
lians to be held in prison for up to 
six months without charge. 

An Israeli from the West Bank 
settlement of Taqoa was arrested 
Wednesday on suspicion he shot 
dead a 15-year-old Palestinian 
youth earlier in the week on the 
outskirts of Bethlehem, sources 
said. 

The youth, Salem Jalal Mus- 
leh. was hot in the head Monday 
evening by a settler who opened 
fire after his car was bit by 
stones when he drove through the 
West Bank village of Beit 
Sahour. according to local resi- 
dents. 

Musleh's death brought to 771 
the number of Palestinians killed 
by Israelis in the occupied terri- 
tories since the uprising began. 

With world attention glued to 
the Gulf war, Israel is cracking 
down on Arabic newspapers in 
the occupied territories, Palesti- 
nian journalists said. 

Applying military orders with . 


renewed vigour, authorities have 
detained journalists without trial, 
dosed press offices and tightened 
censorship, they said. 

At least six press offices have 
been dosed for one to two years 
in the past two weeks. The latest 
order was issued ■ on Thursday 
against the A! Tman office in 
Hebron, they said. 

“Israel has dramatically in- 
creased restrictions on the press 
since the war. It seems they have 
declared a state of emergency 
against the press,” said Hanna 
Amireh, a board member of the 
Arab Journalists Association. 

“They have dosed down four 
press offices in four days. There is 
a concentrated campaign to sup- 
press sources of information." 
said Harma Siniora, editor of the 
daily Ai Fajr. 

Mr. Amireb said the campaign 
appeared aimed at curtailing 
coverage of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip where the Israeli army 
has enforced a partial curfew 
since the Gulf war began. 

Israel has severely restricted 
access to the occupied territories 
by foreign journalists based in 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. 

Israeli authorities are holding 
at least 28 Palestinian journalists, 
induding 18 without trial, Palesti- 
nians said. 

Taber Shriteh, 30, a part-time 
correspondent in Gaza for Reu- 
ters and other international news 
organisations, has been in deten- 
tion since Jan. 28. Mr. Shriteh’s 
defence lawyer says he is being 
questioned about his news 
sources. 


CIA sees more Iraqi tanks 


left than does Pentagon 


By Ruth Sinai 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) esti- 
mates that 10 to 15 per cent of 
Iraq's tanks and artillery in 
Kuwait have been destroyed by 
allied bombing, intelligence 
sources said Thursday, far below 
the Defence Department's 35 per 
cent figure. 

The discrepancy is the result of 
different tools and philosophies 
.used in assessing the damage, 
said officials who describe the 
CIA figures as a “worst-case sce- 
nario." 

The extent of the damage will 
help determine how many casual- 
ties U.S. troops sustain once they 
mount a ground offensive on 
Kuwait. 

U.S. officials in Saudi Arabia 
said Thursday that about 300,000 
of Iraq's troops in the Kuwaiti 
theatre still appear to be in fight- 
ing form. 

The CIA and defence intelli- 
gence agencies base their damage 
assessments on photographs 
taken- by reconnaissance planes 
and spy satellites, as well as on 
intercepted enemy communica- 
tions. The Pentagon’s figures are 
provided by the central command 
in Saudi Arabia, and include ae- 
rial reconnaissance data as well as 
pilot reports of their missions. 

At central command, “Their 


missions. 

At cental command.’ “they're 
looking at more data." said one 
official familiar with the process 
of bomb damage assessment. 
“The numbers aren’t, and 
shouldn't be, comparable." 

He said the CIA and defence 
intelligence contribute to the cen- 
tral command assessment by pro- 
viding their own estimates as well 
as raw data. Central command, in 
turn, sends its data back to 
Washington. 

Both sets of figures are pre- 
sented to President George Bush 
daily, he said. 

“There may be some differ- 
ences but there’s no bureaucratic 
war over this. The system works 
very well," he said. 

The national intelligence agen- 
cies estimate that 10 to 16 per 
cent of Iraq’s tanks, artillery and 
armoured personnel carriers in 
Kuwait and southern Iraq have 


been rendered inoperable, said 
another intelligence source who 
spoke only on condition of 
anonymily. 

The intelligence agencies also 
say that despite the bombings, 
Iraq laid down sufficient under- 
ground cables and set up enough 
duplicate networks that field 
commanders still can communi- 
- cate with Baghdad and among 
themselves. 

The Pentagon reported Thurs- 
day that bombing had destroyed 
1,100 of' Iraq’s estimated 4,280 
tanks, 1,200 of its 3,110' artillery 
• pieces, and 800 of its 2,870 
armoured personnel carriers. 

Still, said Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney, “it is essential ... 
that we not underestimate the 
remaining capability of the Iraqi 
•forces." 

Israeli intelligence reports say 
about 20 per cent of Iraq’s 
weaponry in the Kuwait theatre 
has been destroyed. Officials says 
Israel only considers a tank or 
artillery piece destroyed if photos 
or other information determines 
it is inoperative. 

“We only consider reports -of 
targets killed. They (the United 
States) also take into account 
targets hit.” said one official who . 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens- told Mr. Cheney 
last week that Israel's estimates 
of the number of Scud missile 
launchers in western Iraq are 
higher than the American esti- 
mates, officials say. 

"The question is to what extent 
Centcon discounts pilot enthu- 
siam,” said Jeffrey Riche Ison, an 
expen on spy satellites and aerial 
reconnaissance. “Pilots aren’t 
there when the smoke clears. 
Satellites are.” 

Howard Teicher, who served 
as director or Middle Eastern 
affairs at the National Security 
Council until 1989, said central 
command probably has a better 
picture of the damage. 

“They’re the ones whose lives 
are on the line, 4 ’ he said. “The 
whole world is watching. It’s not 
like the jungles of Vietnam” 
where the Pentagon provided in- 
flated assessments of damage to 
the North Vietnamese, he said. 

In Washington "you often have 
bureaucratic differences” like 
these, he said. 
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Saddam outlined his strategy in 1977 book 






HAMBURG Germany (R) —Thirteen years before ^Gulfuw 
a book outlining MV 

Araiis In excepts printed in the latest edition of ^ 

Rundschau ma^zine. President Saddam, Jena member of 
ruling Revolutionary Command Council, hsted three maropnM- 
pte^We beheve iiJ a policy of international teusumjan & 

preparation for war,” President Sadd am wrot e m 
(oSstmRgle), published in Iraq and Switzerland m 1977. Through 
tension, the Arab World would gam anjongets^ 
of belonging. “We believe that in times of tension, the Arabsfind 
their untiy again," President Saddam worte. The second 
p^t Europe, the United State; a. d Japan over ^ J' 

oflpotides. “The more centres dm bi^be^^ om | - 

sphere of influence." Explmion of the Jews est^hshment (rfa 

Palestinian state in place of Israel, was the third am of the-ptan. 

The magazine said the book had gone unnnoted by politicians and 
experts while President Saddam had led Iraq m an eight-year war 
with Iran and now against the U.S.-led coalition. 


Qadhafi more critical of allies 


PARIS (R) — Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi has adopted a 
more "critical” approach to members of the allied coalition, a 
French envoy returning from Libya said Thursday.. Michael 
Vauzelle, president of the French parliament’s foreign affairs 
commission, said the two men discussed the re percu ssions of the 
Gulf war on ties between the Arab World and Europe in Benghazi 
Wednesday* “Qadhafi said Iraqi’s acceptance of negotiations based 
on U.N. Security Council Resolution 660 would lead Libya to 
move from what he considered a moderate stance to a more critical 
position towards coalition member states," Mr. Vanzefle said in a 
statement. In a radio interview Wednesday Colonel Qadhafi 
warned of a “revolution from the Gulf to the Atlantic” if Iraq was 
crushed despite its readiness to leave Kuwait. 


Algiers shops strike to back Iraq 


ALGIERS (R) — Hundreds of shops remained shut in Algiers 
Thursday in a protest against the U.S.-led ca m pa ign ngainst Iraq. 
The one-day strike, organised by the General Union of Algerian 
Merchants, began with a march by several hundred shopkeepers to 
the local headquarters of the United Nations. “Enough butchery 
by the allies of tbe devil,” said one banner denouncing allied 
bombardment of Iraq. “With our souls and blood we will sacrifice 
for you Iraq,” shouted the marchers, bearing Iraqi and Algerian 
flags. A union delegation delivered a statement to the U.N. office 
demanding a haft in the war. A union official said it had opened a 
bank account for cash donations to Iraq that had already netted 30 
milli on dinars ($1.8 million). 


South Korean planes' leave for Gulf 


SEOUL (AP) — Three South Korean air force Gl3^ntis(xnt 
planes left for the Gulf Friday after delays creat^^/)ndi&*s 
refusal to permit fly-overs, the Foreign Ministry s^. fbffiaals 


refused to say what route the three planes would ffyV y saymg^hat 


Seoul agreed not to disclose route details at the request & iordgn 
countries involved. Last Wednesday, Korean offidafeaAL thar 


rights by foreign planes participating in the Gtrif 


Keepers of 'doomsday clock 1 eye Gulf^' 


CHICAGO (R) — The guardians of the “doomsday 
they are keeping a nervous watch on the Gulf war but 
immediate plans to move the hands of the disaster symbol * Sifibe 
. 1947 the dock has trucked the worbty flirtation -with rincfcarVarf ft 
appears on the cover of -the' BnltetaC'bf tihe Atomic SCferitiste arid 
. hangs on the wall of the offices ofCfte magazme-on thc University 
of Chicago campus. Moving the hands has been “under discus-' 
sion,” said Leo Ackland, edftor of the journal Thursday before the 
flurry of diplomatic activity over a Soviet peace plan for the Gulf. 
“If a ground war results in a terribly foolish and disastrous derision 
by the administration to use tactical nuclear weapons, Fm sure 
we’d have a response,” be told Renters. “Tbe real focus of the 
magazine and the dock are moves toward or away from global 
midear catastrophe,” he said. Tbe hands of the dock were last 
moved a year ago following the end of the cold war. The hands 
were set at 10 minutes to midnight, four minutes farther away from 
the zero hour denoting holocaosL Since it was devised the hands of 
the dock have been as dose to midnight as two minutes, and as far 
away as 12. 
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German Greens’ spokesman quits 


BONN (R) — A spokesman for Germany’s radical Greens party 
said Thursday he would resign after being quoted as saying Iraqi 
missile attacks on Israel were the logical consequence of the Jewish 
state’s policy towards its Arab neighbours. Christian Stroebele told 
a radio interviewer by telephone from Israel he was quitting 
because misunderstandings over his -remarks meant he could no 
longer represent the Greens effectively. The Jerusalem Post 
quoted Mr. Stroebele Tuesday as saying: “Iraq's attacks on Israel 
are the logical, almost compelling consequence of Israel’s politics 
vis-a-vis the Palestinians and the Arabs states, including Iraq.” Mr. 
Stroebele said he had been misquoted and regarded the 
attacks as a terrible crime, but it bad proved almost impossible to 
correct the impression given by the interview. Israeli politicians 
have snubbed a Greens delegation now visiting the Jewish state 
because of the interview. 


Iraqi diplomat ordered to leave U.S. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The State Department has ordered one 
of the four Iraqi diplomats still in Washington to leave the United 
States, it was learned Thursday night. No reason was given for the 
expulsion, but the order was cast in terms normally used in 
espionage cases. The diplomat, the third secretary in the Iraqi 
embassy, was ordered to leave the United States by midnight 
Saturday. The department did not identify hhn by name “The 
decision relates to his activities,” said Richard Boucher, a State 
Department spokesman. Iraq has broken relations with the United 
States. Even so, and despite an ongoing war, four Iraqi diplomats 
were permitted to remain in Washington. Afl U.S. diplomats have 
been withdrawn from Baghdad . Khalid Shewayish, who is in 
diarge of foe Iraqi embassy, was notified of foe order, Mr. 
Boucher said: 
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Ctsrot 


-777101/3 

Cauliflower 


Aimy.Marka 

.775111/26 

.891611715 

Cucumbers (laiKc) 


Queen Alia Hospital 

AmaJ Hospital 

.60224050 

Cucumbers (small) 
Dates .. 

- 210/170 

ZARQA: 


Eggplant-. 


Zarqa Govt. Hospital ...... 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 
Rxi Sim Hospital .... 

ntBUh 

ill 

Garlic * 


Lemon 


JtanwOaiEC) 


Princess Basina Hospital - 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
Urn Al Nairn Hospital 

(02)275555 

(021272275 

(02)247100 

Marrow (small) 

Onion (dry) 

Onion (green) 

.. 380 / 300 
.. 280/220 
.. 180/120 

Princess Haya Hospital ... 


Orange 

.. 600/500 



Pepper (hot) " 




Pepper (sweet) 


MARKET nine 

Potato .... 




Radish __ 


A _J^Pf xr dower price in Bb per kx. 

Sage mmm 

Sparnch 7 

.. 350/250 
140/90 
- 200/150 


- MO/480 

Tomatoes 
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'arliamentarians to try 
!rate9yin %o reverse Turkish, 
^Pakistani stand on war 

’ « hoped Lower House of Parliament* Dr. 

« rwiat Tarfcey wflj re-consider its * ■ • - ^ 

- - c Consent policy with regard to the 

' * " JVf_ . ■ mar sinri rpfrnin frnm ,1L». 


0? 


'‘: r .T^j 5$ulf war and refrain from allow- 
.. . :r. America to use Turkish terri- 

V ^'Gin^Tiy fro™ which to raid Iraqi 
7 ; r's:r *'■ jties, said Dr. Ishaq A1 Farhan, 
. ■V:. : 7^ifim!ber of the Upper House of 

. TvT^^rlianient. 

' ■ -.'cl^DR. Farhan, who left Amman 
-" 3^ the bead of a Jordanian par- 
; I^J^fomentary delegation for visits to 
" •• 7- T’-'^ar key. and Pakistan, said that he 
■ -^'Jyould hold talks not only with 

v„- .- '''government officials in the two 
/]*s]ountries but also with parlia- 
... ’ nentarians to discuss the Gulf 

a, Hes filiation. 

The delegation’s visit was to 
' • have taken place two days earlier 

7 jointly with a Palestinian delega- 

: 'lion, but due to last-minute com- 

• 7* plications the visit was deferred. 

: .7 V^Farhan is accompanied by two 

: ; sT^' Stputies: Dr. Ah A1 Faqir and 
7’7' i 'i| : Tiad Al Khalafat and carrying a 
■‘'' •message from the Speaker of the 

!s- 


Abdul Latif Arabyiat, to the 
speakers of tbePaJtistani and Tur- 
kish parliaments. The message 
deals with the Gulf issue, Jor- 
dan’s stand vis-a-vis the war, and 
efforts for settling the crisis 
through peaceful negotiations. 

Farhan saTcTm a statement be- 
fore his departure that he would 
explain to the leaders and parlia- 
mentarians of fee two countries 
that world Zionism would be fee 
only beneficiary of the devastat- 
ing war on Iraq and he would 
stress that the Arab and Islamic 
nations should remain united in 
the face of attempts to impose 
foreign domination on the Arab 
and Islamic countries. 

Farhan expressed hope tha t the 
contacts would result in a deci- 
sion by Pakistan to pnli out its 
troops from the coalition now 
deployed in the Arabian Peninsu- 
la. 



IN SUPPORT OF IRAQ: Her Majesty Queen 
Noor Thursday evening attended a folklore and 
cultural performance at fee Al H ossein Youth City 
organised by local charitable and foUdoric orga- 
nisations. Proceeds of fee performance, which 
included national songs and dabkeh dances as well as 
other foOdoric activities, would go to a special 


committee set up to channel contributions to the 
Iraqi people and the Jordanian People’s Army. 

Attending fee performance with fee Queen were 
Princess Alia Al Faisal, the wife of the army chief of 
staff and other officials as well as the wife of the 
Iraqi ambassador to Jordan. 



wants 

77% expose Bush 
as international 
cowboy criminal 






By Sana Atiyeh 

' 2 • Special to the Jordan Times 

• . " ^,1 

• 's; AMMAN — Fawzi Muhtasseb 

* lost bis wife and five children last 
week when the U.S.-allied planes 
bombarded the Amiriyeh shelter 

£ ■ C f Qjjjf in Baghdad, and his family vowed 
to sue President Geore Bush and 
■ v. - ins government for what they 
. ~ : ^-7believe was a crime. 

- -• 7^ The lawyer representing the 
: - „ ■ -i|gfliaiiian family said on Thurs- 
: that the U.S. government, 

C^^saded by Bush, was responsible 
death of six members of 
; JZ.": the Muhtasseb family and other 
~ civilian families, and that the 
C.ZZK ft: Sill!' American president must be 
brought to justice. 

-- -vj “Thosc^jcsponsible must be 
I7_ jg,, brought tojostice for the inhu- 
7 _7c?man and vk|mis crime against the 

. . .. 7 - - ^ .sticker. . which ktOcdr,. 

those cha&en and , their mothttfcc 
.* *l?rig with hundreds of rivfliawc 
.7 77- ® the shelter last week,” said 
7 _7_ fitonwyAzmi Muhtasseb, who is 

~ '_7^. also a relative of fee victims. 

' 7 77 Speaking at a press conference 

• 77T-7 31 the parliament building, the 

lawyer said that they would not 

j - ask for material compensator.!. 

• -‘We want the simple', of 
- ^things: To bring this m an Bush) 

' *.77^ ore t^* 5 world and show fee 
' ' 7.‘- a ? ne an< l Ids allies have com- 
- :r i-^'antted. We want to sue him for 
- -‘-"-"the sake of fee (Arab) Nation, 
aot jnst for fee sake of the 
ftteDy,” he said. 

g c t 2" He added that he would study 
^tbe case well and prepare to sue 
American government and its 
“to see if there is any 
humanity left in inter- 
-r-^^MWnal law.” 

. : t r -7Mr. Muhtasseb accused the 
f'^merican government and their 
.-jellies of lying about the Amiriyeh 
. ^belter, saying feat there “was 
nothing military” about it and 
' 1 only sheltered civilians 

... .-^“wapmg U.S.-allied bombard- 



ment. 

The Americans, he said, only 
believed in “their cowboy policy 
wife total disregard to human- 
ity.” 

“Stop this filthy and vicious 
cowboy war," Mr. Muhtasseb 
pleaded. 

The lawyer also criticised the 
Arab allies of fee U.S. for lying 
about the shelter. “We all hoped 
'to be martyrs before we beard an 
Arab voice say feat the shelter 
was a military bunker." 

“As an Arab Muslim, I- feel 
proud that my family fell martyrs 
at the hands of fee American 
aggressors," said Fawzi, the sur- 
viving father of five victims. 

He explained that his family 
moved to Amiriyeh in Baghdad 
from Kuwait where they had 
lived for many years when the 

Gulf crisis broke out last August 
s . “to finalise some business.” 

When fee allied aggression on 
the Iraqi capital started. Fawzi 
sent his wife and children to the 
Amiriyeh shelter every aay at five 
in fee evening where they re- 
mained until seven the next 
morning. 

“I spent the night at home. All 
of us did that: We would sent our 
wives and children and old people 
for protection from fee bombard- 
ment to that shelter every day,” 
said Fawzi. 

He added that there were nev- 
er any military personnel there 
and accused fee U.S. and their 
allies of lying about such claims. 

“When my wife and children 
did not come home fee next 
morning, on Feb. 13, I went to 
the shelter and found it was flat- 
tened to fee ground,” said the 
soft-spoken father. 

When asked if he would iden- 
tify the corpses of his family, he 
just replied, “no,” and was un- 
able to elaborate. 

There has been no official fi- 
gure provided on the number of 


Six M uhtasseb family 
members fell martyrs 
in Amiriyeh massacre 


Jordanians killed at fee Amiriyeh 
shelter, but fee Muhtasseb family 
was the second family reported to 
, have fallen victim in. the raid. A 
- Jordanian mother ' and four 
daughters were also killed in the 
same shelter. 

“We all like to have peace. But 
after fee killing of civilian chil- 
dren and women at Amiriyeh, the 
people became vengeful towards 
America and its friends," Fawzi 
said. 

When asked if he had any other 
children, be said: “None of my 
children survived, but all fee chil- 
dren of Jordan are my children.” 

Six enlarged coloured mug 
shots of fee mother and five 
dazk-haired children were posted 
on a map of fee Middle East. 
Fawzi’s brother, Nasri Muhtas- 
seb, pointed at each picture and 
accused the U.S. and its allies of 
lying. 

“What (fid they do to the U.S.? 
see for yourself, are these Iraqi 
soldiers?" Nasri asked fee repor- 
ters. 

He accused the U.S. of coming 
to fee region to destroy Arab 
civilisation and kfll civilians, and 
not to liberate Kuwait. 

“Look what Bush did to civi- 


lians. Is this the justice of Amer- 
ica and Europe? Why don’t they 
listen to some sense from King 
Hussein and stop this dirty war 
.against civilians?" Nasri shouted, 
-adding that the Muhtasseb vic- 
tims were "six out of hundreds of 
other civilian martyrs.” 

Member of parliament, Fawzi 
Tuaimeh, told reporters that the 
Muhtassebs “did not come here 
to gain sympathy, but to show the 
world what is taking place in Iraq 
is not an army fighting against 
another army.” 

“They are here to show that a 
slaughter is taking place against a 
whole people by the most adv- 
anced army in this world,” said 
the parliamentarian. "They are 
fighting fee people of Iraq, not 
the army." 

Dr. Tuaimeh explained that 
the loss of a Jordanian family was 
not considered as such, but rather 
as a national gain because the 
Muhtassebs felt that they have 
shared the courage of the people 
of Iraq. 

“If fee Americans and their 
allies think that they can de- 
moralise the Iraqis by targetting 
fee civilians,” Dr. Tuaimeh said, 
“it will not happen.” 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 





.King condoles Muhtasseb family 

- ■"AMMAN (Petra) — EGs Majesty King Hussein Friday delegated 
. • i-- the Assistant Chief of Protocol at fee Royal Court to convey his 

7. - ^..coDdolences to the Muhtasseb family over fee killing of fee wife 
five children during last week’s air raid on fee Amiriyeh 
~ i„:r. ■ .ibelter in Baghdad. 

- fXaraki forms new AYF board 

(Petra) — Youth and Culture Minister Khalid Al 
. ; -Taraki Friday decided to form a new' board of trustees of fee 
- 'Wab Youth Forum (AYF) to run the forum, to prepare for 
''■7-: 'lections and to draw up the forum’s statute. The new board 
Kludes two members from each of Jordan’s eight gov erno rates. 

-Qwer House meets tomorrow 

•MMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament Speaker 
■bdul Latif Arabiyat has called the House for session Sunday, 
he House's Foreign Affairs Committee will also hold a mextmg 
>der the chairmanship of Ahmad Innab to discuss the political 
Nation in the region. The House’s administrative committee wUl 

w meet Sunday to discuss a number of proposals and complaints 

fctred to it by the House. 

ispectlon uncovers cheating In gas 

(titles 

*MAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Energy 
Thursday its teams seized a huge number of unseated gas 

mdere stockpiled at one of fee &*&***• 
pection of foeeySnders by team members d v^fouM enrttha 
> cylinder* werenoMwded by fee Jordan Petro!eum 
mpany and feat they were underweight. The owner of the store 
1 arrested and awaits trial. 

Oman donates Jewellery 

MAN (Para) - A Jordanian lady 
ellety to support flie People's Army and the Iraqi peoples 


struggle. Farida Ahmad Saleh Al Kayed delivered her jewellery 
to the head of fee People's Committee for Supporting Iraq, in 
Wadi Seer. 

French parliamentarians arrive 

AMMAN (Petra) — A French parliamentary delegation Friday 
arrived in Amman on a short visit to Jordan for talks with 
Jordanian officials on means of putting an end to the Gulf war and 
establishing a just and durable peace in the region. The team's 
visit is part of a tour of fee countries of the region. 

A 

Khrefs meets Iraqi aid official 

AMMAN (Petra) — Secretary-General of fee Arab Doctors 
Union (ADU), Hassan JKhreis, who is also chairman of the Arab 
Emergency Health Committee, met Friday with the representa- 
tive of the Iraqi Red Crescent Society tn Amman, Dr. Amid 
ttTiaiiH Abdul Rahman, in the presence of President of the 
Jordanian Doctors Association, Dr. Mamdouh Abu Hassan and 
the Rapporteur of the Arab Emergency Health Committee Dr. 
Musa Abu Hamid. Khreis and Abdul Rahman discussed ways of 
coordinating efforts between the Arab Health Committee and the 
Iraqi Red Crescent Society and Iraq's needs of Arab medical 
twunc as well as medical and food supplies. 


Yemen loads Jordanian oil tanker today 

AMMAN (Petra) — Energy and Mineral Resources Minister 
Tbabet Al Taher Friday received a telephone call from Jordan's 
ambassador to Yemen informing him that Jordan has officially 
received the oil tanker which was recently purchased by fee 
government and the Jordan National Shipping Lines Co. The 
ambassador said fee Jordanian flag was hoisted over the tanker. 
He said loading the ship wife 100,000 tonnes of Yemeni crude oil 
will start Saturday. The tanker is expected to arrive at fee Port of 
Aqaba by the end of February. The government purchased the 
tanker to make up for the expected shortage of oil resulting from 
reduced supplies from Iraq following fee allied bombing raids on 
trucks carrying Iraqi oil to Jordan. 


**■ 

■■*S r _ 



Badran 
stresses 
abidance 
by labour 
regulations 

AMMAN (J.T) — Prime Minis- 
ter Mudar Badran has issued a 
new circular to all public and 
private organisations and govern- 
ment departments underlining 
the importance of heeding all 
government instructions and 
rules concerning the employment 
of non-Jordanians. 

In the circular, the prime 
minister noted that 2 tetter sent to 
him by Labour Minister Abdul 
Karim Al Dughmi revealed that a 
number of ministries and govern- 
ment departments as well as pub- 
lic organisations were still em- 
ploying non-Jordanians in viola- 
tion of government regulations. 

The prime minister said that 
priority in employment should go 
to the Jordanian job seekers at 
various levels and in all fields; 
and non-Jordanians could only be 
employed in cases where no 
Jordanian substitutes were avail- 
able. 

The prime minister's circular 
followed close on the heels of a 
statement by fee labour minister 
who noted Tuesday that his 
ministry had embarked on prac- 
tical and serious steps designed to 
substitute nou -Jordanian workers 
wife local job seekers in a bid to 
reduce fee problem of unemploy- 
ment in the Kingdom. 

Dughmi said the measures 
were in implementation of new 
directives by the government 
which was seeking to find work 
for unemployed citizens. 

Ministry teams would launch 
intensive inspection campaigns, 
said fee minister, to ensure feat 
non-Jordanians were being em- 
ployed in jobs which they bad 
originally been set to do. 

He said that strict legal mea- 
sures would be applied against 
the violators of the law, anti feat 
non-Jordanians not complying 
with fee government's instruc- 
tions would be given two weeks 
to leave fee country and not 
allowed to come back. 


DFLP 


record 

By Odefa Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — For fee first time in 
twenty years, fee Democratic 
Front for fee Liberation of Pales- 
tine fDFLP) held a public rally in 
Amman to celebrate its 22nd 
anniversary. 

Addressing fee public rally, 
which was attended by some 
20,000 people, were Jordanian 
and Palestinian figures. Speakers 
voiced their frill support for Iraq 
in its war against the American- 
led alliance, and pledged support 
for fee Palestinian uprising to 
enable it to continue unabated. 

The Palestinian ambassador in 
Amman, Al Tayyeb Abdul 
Rahim, noted fee important role 
the DFLP has played in leading 
the Palestinian straggle and in 
crystallising the provisional 
national programme for the 
Palestinian struggle in 1974, 
which served as a basis for fee 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion's programme of struggle 
drafted in Algiers in 1988. 

Abdul Rahim also said that fee 
DFLP has played an active role in 
enriching Palestinian political 
.thinking and promoting democra- 
tic dialogue. 


Economic difficulties hinder 
comprehensive health scheme 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Health Minis- 
ter Adrian Al Jaljouli blamed the 
difficult economic and financial 
situations in Jordan for fee delay 
in the introduction of a general 
medical scheme covering all 
citizens in Jordan, but he said 
feat work on the plan was still 
going on and fee Ministry of 
Health would study all options. 

In an interview wife fee Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, the minister 
said that such a project was 
bound to cost fee treasury a lot of 
money which is not available at 
th£ moment due to the prevailing 
economic difficulties fee country 
is passing through. 

The Health Ministry has con- 
ducted a thorough study of the 
plan in order to ensure medical 
treatment for fee public and pri- 
vate sectors alike and bas defined 
fee positive and negative aspects 
of all systems. 

The ministry would now turn 
its attention to the question of 
financing this project and to 
studying reports by experts in 
health insurance systems and 
proposed alternatives so that it 
can take a final decision, Jaljouli 
noted. 

He said feat a draft working 
plan would be published taking 
imo consideration fee various 
views to be submitted to seminars 
and special discussions before 
further steps in this direction 
could be taken. 

The minister also blamed pre- 
sent financial difficulties in Jor- 
dan for the delay in carrying out 
plans designed to boost the work 
of paramedical services in the 
Kingdom. 

77ie paramedical services are of. 
paramount importance to hospit- 
als and Jaljouli expressed hope 
that the financial situation would 
improve to allow the ministry to 
boosf these services at all levels. 

Dr. Jaljouli also told Petra of. 
problems and complications re- 
garding importing medicines 
from abroad. He said feat due to 
the Gulf crisis, additional insur- 
ance and freight charges have 
been imposed on imports, mak- 
ing it almost impossible to bring; 
in medicines except by air. 

Delays in imports were also 
forcing fee ministry in some cases 



HELP CHECK: Health Minister Adrian Jaljouli during his visit to 
a Zarqa health centre. 


to import only fee most essential 
spare parts and very important 
medicines for emergency cases by 
air mail. But as long as the 
harassment of ships heading for 
Aqaba continues, the ministry 
will have to rely more and more 
on locally produced phar- 
maceutical products which, the 
minister said, make up at least 40 
per cent of the total needs of the 
country. 

In general, fee medical situa- 
tion in fee Kingdom is good 
despite fee difficulties; and the 
Ministry of Health is maintaining 
close cooperation with fee World 
Health Organisation (WHO). 
Jaljouli pointed out. 

He said feat his recent inspec- 
tion tour of hospitals and health 
centres around fee country con- 
vinced him that fee situation was 
very satisfactory and that suffi- 
cient amounts of medicines and 
medical equipment were avail- 
able along with staff capable of 
handling emergency cases in 
addition to daily duties. 

The minister said feat special 
arrangements were under way to 
coordinate work with the private 
hospitals in Jordan. He noted 
feat the Health Ministry has 
drawn up a list of private doctors 
whose services could be called 
upon in times of emergency. 

Referring to transportation and 


communications, the minister 
noted feat in addition to the 
ambulances available at health 
centres and hospitals, the minis- 
try has converted 80 private cars 
into mini ambulances and has 
made arrangements for the 
emergency use of ambulances 
owned by the Civil Defence De- 
partment and the Royal Medical 
Service as well as ambulances 
operated by charitable and volun- 
tary organisations. 

He said that the Ministry of 
Interior and the Ministry of 
Health have jointly set up a cen- 
tral operations room serving as a 
base for all contacts with hospit- 
als and remote health centres 
around fee Kingdom. 

* Jaljouli said that the Health 
Ministry was drawing up new 
agreements for coordination with 
university hospitals in Irbid and 
Amman concerning the training 
of new doctors and the treatment 
of citizens. 

Referring to the main hospital 
in Amman. Al Bashir Hospital-, 
he said that plans were under way 
for expansion and new units were 
being introduced to deal with 
burns, chest diseases, paediafrics 
and kidney dialysis among others. 
He said that by fee end of the 
year Al Bashir Hospital would 
have 700 beds, up from 500 at 
present. 


Iraqi official says relief 
aid is still badly neede 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

■ Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An appeal to huma- 
nitarian relief organisations 
around the world to come to fee 
aid of the Iraqi civilian popula- 
tion, was issued Thursday by a 
senior member of fee Iraqi Red 
Crescent. 

The alleviation of human suf- 
fering among Iraqi civilians, said 
Ameed Khaled Abdul Hameed, 
fee head of external relations at 
fee Iraqi Red Crescent Society, 
bad been sidelined in favour of 
Red Cross andJRed Crescent aid 
to countries bordering Iraq 
although fee need to alleviate fee 
human suffering in Iraq “is really 
.very urgent." 

Abdul Hameed is a Canadian- 
educated dentist. 

In 1988 and 1989 Iraq imported 
up to $2 million worth of medi- 
cines a day, according to Abdul 
Hameed. That figure had not 
been met in a month since the 
U.N. trade embargo had been 
imposed on Iraq last August. 

Abdul Hameed said that at 
present Iraq had only enough 
medicines to last fee population 
three days. 

"We, in fee Iraqi Red Cres- 
cent, feel frustrated by the very 
muted response of the humanita- 
rian organisations to fee suffering 
of Iraq's civilian population,” 
Abdul Hameed told a press con- 
ference. 

“We feel feat fee international 
relief organisations have a great 
task to live up to their humanita- 
rian responsibilities at this 
stage... because, as I mentioned, 
it is evident that the targets at 
present of the allied assaults are 
civilians," and feat fee popula- 
tion was not safe, even in bomb 
shelters. 

Both fee Jordanian and the 


Iranian Red Crescent societies 
are working in coordination with 
fee Iraqi Red Crescent in order to 
ensure feat humanitarian supplies 
are delivered to Iraq either 
through Jordan or Iran. 

The Iraqi Red Crescent is 
negotiating relief services wife 
fee International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) as well, 
said Abdul Hameed. 

With nine delegates in Iraq, the 
ICRC has managed to send 55 
tonnes of relief supplies to Iraq 
■ via Iran since the war began Jan. 
17. 

UNICEF, whose regional 
director visited Iraq last week, 
has also sent 54 tonnes of medical 
supplies to Iraq since the war 
began. 

Abdul Hameed said that a lot 
more aid was needed from the 
League of Red Crescent and Red 
Cross Societies (LRCRCS) and 
other non-governmental orga- 
nisations if human suffering in 
Iraq was to be addressed accord ■ 
ing to its proportion. 

Sixty tonnes of medicines and 
other medical requirements were 
received through the Munzeria 
Centre in Iran. 

“Anyone who spends time in 
Baghdad feels that this war that 
the United States is waging 
against Iraq is a war against civilians, 
and that the main aim is to instill a 
state of tenor among civilians and to 
destroy the infrastructure of Iraq," 
said Abdul Hameed describing the 
impression that the bombings of his 
conn try left on him. 

“We wondefwhat justification 
the U.S. and allied forces will 
give for their destruction of ware- 
houses, electricity generators, the 
water supply centres and the baby 
milk factories,” he said. 

Abdul Hameed, who arrived 
here Wednesday for a two-day 
coordination visit, was accompa- 


nied by Dr. Mawloud Bala'wan, 
head of the Algerian Red Cres- 
cent Society and vice president of 
fee LRCRCS. BaJa’wan gave a 
compassionate description of the 
human suffering that he witnes- 
sed in Baghdad during his one- 
week stay. 

In an emotional account Bala- 
’wan said while travelling to Iraq 
via Iran he had seen feat every- 
thing related to civilisation and 
development had been complete- 
ly annihilated thus destroying the 
necessary infrastructure for the 
functioning of daily life in fee 
■country. 

Bala'wan said that he did not 
bathe during his one -week stay in 
Baghdad in order to conserve the 
little existing water. Water is 
being rationed and only used for 
drinking. 

Bala'wan said that he had 
thought about his owri children 
when he saw fee black, churr-ed 
masses that had once been human 
'. -l.igs. His hands shaking, 3a!a- 
’wan said: “I pray that no one 
sees what I saw in that destroyed 
bomb shelter in Baghdad... it will 
give whoever has seen it. sleep- 
less nights." 

Bala'wan added feat the stench 
of death was unbearable and feat 
fee corpses on each side of the 
bombed shelter were enough to 
give anyone nightmares for a # 
lifetime. 

Algerian, Sudanese, Maurita- 
nian, Jordanian and Palestinian 
doctors and nurses have already 
gone to Baghdad as volunteers 
through an Amman-based .Arab* 
Health Committee representing 
various medical associations in 
the Arab World. 

A delegation with two repre- 
sentatives of each .Arab medical 
association is expected to go to 
Baghdad within ter, days, said 
Abdul Hameed. 


Tunisian team leaves for Iraq Sunday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A -Tunisian 
medical team comprising 23 doc- 
tors and nurses plans to leave for 
Baghdad Sunday carrying three 

tonnes of medicines and medical 
equipment for fee Iraqi people, 
according to fee vice president of 
fee Jordan National Red Cres- 
cent Society (JNRCS), Dr. 
Mohammad Al Hadld. 

Dr. Hadid told the Jordan 
Times that fee group would 
spend as many days as possible in 
Iraqi hospitals providing medical 
treatment to the victims of fee 
allied air raids and people in need 


of medical help. 

He said that the team, headed 
by Dr. Abdul Jalil Al Raw ash, 
represented the Tunisian Red 
Crescent Society. 

Arrangements were being 
made through the JNRCS for the 
team's departure. Hie relief and 
medical supplies fee team mem- 
bers are canying would be chan- 
nelled through the Iraqi Red Cres- 
cent Society, Dr. Hadid noted. 
He said the team, which arrived 
in Amman Thursday evening, 
was coordinating work wife the 


JNRCS 2nd fee Iraqi society. 

Meanwhile, the Gulf Peace 
Team announced that it has sent 
nearly 15 tonnes of urgently 
needed medical supplies tc the 
Iraqi Crescent Hospital ir. Bagh- 
dad. 

The medical supplies included 
surgical equipment, anaesthetics, 
antibiotics, infusion sets and bon- 
dages. This was fee first interna- 
tional relief convoy to reach the 
civilian victims of the Gulf war 

from Jordan, according to a Gulf 
Peace Team statement issued :n 
Amman. 


; Sifc'-fli 
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No capitulation 


IT SEEMS that Washington, specifically the White House, 
is bent on misinterpreting Baghdad's formal acceptance of 
the Soviet peace plan for the Gulf crisis. 

At a time when Iraq has gone the extra mile to find a 
peaceful resolution for the Knwaiti conflict, American and 
some other Western leaders insist on construing Iraq’s 
positive response to Moscow's peace formula as tantamount 
to an Iraqi surrender, and are busy articulating the terms of 
such a capitulation. In fact, some Western officials were 
caught using the words “Iraqi surrender’' right in the wake 
of Iraq’s formal acceptance of Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev's peace overture. No wonder the allied countries 
are now demanding outrageous concessions of Iraq of the 
kind that one normally associates with defeat and surren- . 
der. 

An example of such untenable conditions is the one that 
would still hold the Iraqi government as a confirmed 
perpetrator of war crimes and the continuation of sanctions 
and embargoes on Iraq even after the Iraqi withdrawal from 
Kuwait and the speed and conditions surrounding the 
withdrawal itself. 

If there is any doubt about Iraq’s steadfastness and 
continued resolve to stand up to the West’s intrigues and 
conspiracies, the speech of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
Thursday lays to rest such false hopes. In his speech to the 
nation on the eve of the formal submission of Iraq's 
acceptance of Gorbachev’s plan, Saddam Hussein made 
clear that his country is still strong and resilient and capable 
of crushing any ground war imposed on it by the West. 

In the eyes of the sober international community, Iraq has 
done all that can be asked to advance the prospects for peace 
in the Gulf. The Soviet peace plan dearly falls short of all 
Iraq’s legitimate demands yet it accepted it as a new 
landmark in the search for peace in the region. The Soviet 
Union has committed itself to this latest peace formula and 
so did other nations inducting^ China, Iran, Italy and 
Holland not to mention the silent majority of the comity of 
tiie nations. If U.S. President George Bush and British 
Prime Minister John Major seek to pursue their scheme in 
the Gulf theatre In spite of the Soviet initiative, then they 
would have to reckon with fierce resistance from all those 
who believe peace should be given a real and sound 
opportunity. 

The next order of business, until late last night was the 
projected meeting of the U.N. Security Council which had to 
consider and endorse the Soviet peace plan and define the 
ways and means for its implementation inducting the 
declaration of a ceasefire in the Gulf war. 

If Washington and its allies only seek to frustrate the 
Soviet peace plan by unnecessarily complicating matters or 
imposing ridiculous conditions on Iraq then the Iraqis would 
he absolved of all responsibility for the breakdown of the 
peace process. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Jordanian dailies Friday discussed Iraq's position following 
Saddam Hussein's nationwide address, and maintained criticism 
of the U.S. administration and its allies for their negative stand 
with regard to the peace proposals. 

AJ Ra’i daily said that the president's speech reflected the 
tendency Towards peace provided that such peace would cover the 
whole Middle East area as Iraq had declared from the start. In his 
address, the Iraqi leader was careful to remind the world of the 
conspiracy which is being carried out by the United States against 
Iraq and the rest of the Arab Nation, and which was hatched long 
before last August: and said that Iraq wants peace but not 
capitulation, the paper noted. But the paper said that the U.S. 
administration was quick to disappoint the world community by 
rejecting the Iraqi bid outright: which means that Washington is 
intent on pursuing the war with the prupose of causing much 
sufferings for the allied forces as well as the Iraqi people. Saddam 
Hussein's speech came as a strong reply to the arrogant American 
position and a defiance for the aggressive nature of the allied 
mission in the Gulf; and has served as a stem warning that the 
ground battles could be detrimental for the coalition members, 
tiie paper pointed out. The Soviet proposals which were accepted 
by Iraq, came in line with the international legality and in 
conformity with the Security Council resolutions but, said the 
paper, what the Americans are demanding can by no means be 
acceptable to Baghdad because they are terms for capitulation 
and would never help to establish genuine peace. 

By accepting Moscow’s proposals for peace, Iraq has thus 
achieved a political victory after standing fast in the face of 
barbaric aggression for the pact 56 days, says a columnist in AJ 
Ra’i daily. Khalil A1 Sawahiri notes that the U.S. administration 
was quick to reject the Soviet bid simply because it means the 
beginning of the end for George Bush and his agents in the 
Middle East. After a legendary steadfastness and heroic resist- 
ance in the face of the bombardments, and following months of 
economic blockade, the Iraqi people and leadership have proved 
to be tenacious and intent on holding on to Arab rights and to 
safeguard Arab honour, says the writer. By accepting the Soviet 
proposals, the Iraqis have not only achieved military and political 
victory, bur rhey have also succeeded in aborting the Aroerican- 
Zionist plots in the Middle East and the Gulf, and succeeded' 
in rallying support from the Islamic nations for the Arab just 
cause. says the writer. By reacting favourably to the Soviet bid for 
peace. Iraq has now turned the tables on the enemy and opened 
the way for splits among the alliance, he adds. The writer supports 
Baghdad’s response to the bids for peace, and expresses the views 
that with such reply, Baghdad is causing the so-called American 
new world order to be doomed. 


View From Amman 


By Kamel S. Abu Jaber 


B ack to the future 


IT IS not only President George Bush of the United States of 
America who is interested in the future. Our concern is not that 
he is concerned with his future; rather it Is because be is 
concerned, it seems, with our future. And. however we may be 
dismayed with this new pass-time that he is developing, in 
addition to jogging, fishing and golfing, it does not seem likely 
that we can dissuade him from his aim. 

Unlike most other humans, even some world leaders. Mr. Bush 
is not consulting with palm readers, coffee or tea cup diviners, or 
even with the more sophisticated carrot cards explainers, but with 
statistics fed into a computer, and attitudes shaped by a 
well-placed remark or advice made here or there. His soothsayers 
are not gypsies in a carnival tent but cool-blooded, single-minded 
specialists and experts closeted in the underground bunkers of 
institutions like the Pentagon, the Department of State and the 
Central Intelligence Agency. It is their business to “make” the 
future for others, or, at least highly influence its course. In their 
executive summaries, details and plans, there is no warm smile or 
knowing wink designed to make one more comfortable. 

We may indulge ourselves in blaming Mr. Bush, or Shamir — 
maybe we should amalgamate the two together, since they seem 
to have developed an organic relationships between them and call 
them shortly “Bushamir'' — for their uninvited concern with our 
future, but the blame must really rest with us. What have we done 
for ourselves? The crisis is now at its zenith, and Iraq, still alone 
on the battlefield is fighting the Arab fight though the vast 
majority of the Arabs are on the other side. And once again, we 
prove to ourselves as to the rest of the world that our biggest 
enemy is still within ourselves. 

Judging from our performance in modem times, the future 
looks like more of our past. We seem, once again, nor to have 
learned anything from the lessons that life. Bush-Shamir or others 
have been trying to teach us. One would think that somewhere. 


something would have changed or at least would promise to. Yet 
as we stare deeper into the bowels of the present crisis, we sec 
only a continuation of the same. Arab leaders still talking at their 
peoples rather than consulting with them and the sum total of 
most of their activities has been in the spirit of distraction rather 
than action. And so it has again come to pass that an historic 
opportunity is missed. 

Whatever the sins of Iraq may have been, no one else is 
innocent. Surely, Iraq should not have occupied Kuwait, but just- 
as surely, those who are now mere on-lookers or those ganging up 
to take a stab to complete the kill are just as guilty. For while the 
world is holding its breath anticipating the grand finale, one 
would expect that we would be consulting among ourselves about 
the days to eome. > 

If it is a sin to drop a rock into a cesspool to stir up the 
rottenness that exists there, then Iraq is a sinner and anyone who 
can may cast a stone. The tragic fact is that we have nothing to 
lose but out shackles and Iraq somehow, no one knows how, 
realised the fact and dropped the rock. 

And now. while most of us are sitting in these dark and odd 
days wringing our hands, not only is no one thinking of the days to 
come but we seem to enjoy an orgy of self-flagellation by 
criticising and even attacking Iraq. The truth of the matter is that 
the West achieved all its strategic aims on or even before Aug. 2, 
1990 when this present crisis ostensibly began. By that date, the 
oil was already secure in Western hands, Saudi Arabia protected, 
and an Iraqi commitment to withdraw from Kuwait secured- 
Nevertheless, the crisis escalated so as to ensure the future for 
Shamir by sealing the future of Iraq. One would think that 
everyone, at least among the Arabs, knew that and would act 
accordingly. While some are intimidated, others dragged by the 
herd mentality developed by the West, others bought, none could 


act as if the whole Arab body politic is totally dragged. The 
Seven Sleepers awoke, and as the story goes they remained awake r 
thereafter. Since the advent of modern time? we seem to awaken 
for brief moments and then are induced to slumber once again 
and thus our life has come to be a series of missed opportunmes 
and broken hearts. At this rate we may never know who ss doin^whar 
touslwiat they are doing and our existencewill remamas 
tangential in the future as it has been in the past, being moved Hke 

Dawns at the will of others. _ , • 

Is it true that only a few of us realise that tins is an histone brad 
m the road? If that is the case, then we should blame no one but 
ourselves for God knows we have had enough experience and tha* 
“Bushamir” taught us enough lessons and created for us enough 
facts. When will we ever learn? 

In looking over the future designed for us throughout this 
century , I am struck by the fact that it was an American president, 
Woodrow Wilson who sponsored the idea of the League of 
Nations while the Balfour Declaration and . the Sykes- Picot 
agreement were revealed: that it was an American president, 
Franklin Roosevelt sponsored the United Nations while the 
partition of Palestine was advanced; and that it is an American 
president, George Bush is sponsoring the so-called new world 
order w hile the slaughter of the Arabs, through the slaughter of 
Iraq is being carried out. 

It is we, not the United Nations who are in perfect iU health. 
We cannot go on forever so mindlessly vulnerable, nor can we go 
on forever so out of step with the requirements of our time. Cruel . 
as the adjustments must be, they must be made. In the Holy 
Koran it is said that God does not change a people unless they 
change first within themselves. Either we change or we perish as 
others are planning for us. Can this choking silence maintained by 
oar political systems be maintained. 


Joysticks, Manhood and George Bush’s Horse 


By Rami G. Khouri 


THE intensity and scope of the 
American-led bombing cam- 
paign in Iraq, combined with 
Washington's' negative initial 
responses in the past week to 
Iraqi and Soviet proposals to 
end the war on the basis of 
U.N. resolutions, have trig- 
gered deep misgivings through- 
out the world about Washing- 
ton’s conduct and true aims in 
the Gulf war, and about its 
future role in the area. While 
Americans' are enjoying the 
video films of laser-guided 
bombs and the deceptive emo- 
tional highs of their first ever 
joystick war, most of the rest 
of the world is asking very 
specific questions: — what 
does the civilian casualty 'toil 
and destruction of non-military 
targets in Iraq speak of Ambf- 
ican political morality? — is 
the military conduct of the war 
a prelude to American political 
behaviour in the Middle East 
and around the world in de- 
cades to come ? — does 
Washington really seek the li- 
beration of Kuwait from Iraqi 
occupation, as stipulated by 
United Nations Security Coun- 
cil Resolution 660; or does it 
seek the military and political 
bludgeoning of Iraq, a Third 
World country whose chal- 
lenge to the British-American 
imperial order of the 20th Cen- 
tury had to be put down with 
such brutality that no other 
country from the South would 
even contemplate such a chal- 
lenge for many decades? 

The brutality of the war and 
the horror of civilian deaths 
was most dramatically cap- 
tured in the television images 
of the burnt, charred and still 
smoldering bodies of over 300 
women and children killed in 
the American missile attack 
February 13 on the Baghdad 
shelter. In Arab eyes, as grue- 
some as the human inferno 
itself was the American gov- 
ernment’s attempt to blame 


the Iraqis for placing civilians 
in -vhat had been used as a 
civilian shelter for many years 
during the Iran-Iraq war. 

Iraqi officials this week said 
their country has suffered 

20.000 dead and 60.000 in- 
jured. of whom up to 7.000 
may be civilian casualties.' 
alongside economic damage of 
some S200 billion. The 
wholesale destruction of the 
civil infrastructure of Iraq, in- 
cluding power stations, roads, 
refineries, industrial plants, 
bridges, water systems, homes, 
religious sites and other non- 
milftary facilities has brought 
hardship and potential health 
hazards to virtually the entire 
population of 17 million peo- 
ple. Everywhere, but most cri- 
tically in big cities, people Jive 
without electricity, clean wa- 
ter, sewerage systems, 
emergency medical supplies, 
heating oil and gasoline and 
other essential goods and ser- 
vices. Cholera and typhoid 
epidemics are a major immedi- 
ate hazard. 

All of this seems largely hid- 
den from the American consci- 
ence. In the world of those 
who fight a joystick war. there 
is no room for real people, no 
reality to burning human flesh, 
no validity to Third World 
emotions, and no appreciation 
of the political or moral con- 
sequences of one's actions half 
way around the world. In a 
flag-waving America dazzled 
by the glare of its yellow rib- 
bons. it seems the mind has no 
room for the possibility that 

90.000 air sorties and H10.000 
tons of bombs dropped on Iraq 
in five weeks can disrupt the 
lives of ordinary people. In the 
mind of America, the bombs 
are smart; the war is moral; the 
president is at peace with him- 
self. Laser-guided bombs' do 
not make mistakes. There is no 
room for human error. There 
is only the triumph of technol- 


ogy over humanity, of militar- 
ism over conscience. Zap the 
Iraqoidsf 

Much of the rest of the 
world, however, is horrified by 
the political triumph of an 
American militaristic frenzy 
which threatens to drive U.S. 
global aims and behaviour for 
many decades to come. Conse- 
quently, the past week has 
seen significant political reac- 
tions from such key parties as 
non- Arab but Islamic Iran, 
leading Third World countries 
such as India, and powers such 
as the Soviet Union, China and 
Italy. Their message is the- 
same: Iraq’s readiness to with- 
draw from Kuwait should bring - 
this war to an end, and the 
United States should not stall •• 
in order to destroy Iraq com- *■ 
pletely and use this conflict as a 
pretext to maintain exagger- 
ated influence or hegemony in 
the Middle East. 

These and many other coun- 
tries feel the United States' 
bombing campaign has gone 
far beyond the U.N. resolu- 
tions’ aim of liberating Kuwait, 
that the liberation of Kuwait 
can be achieved by responding 
to the Iraqi and Soviet initia- 
tives, and that Washington 
may be using the moral cover 
of the U.N. to destroy Iraq and 
leave a permanent American 
political stamp on the affairs of 
the Middle East. 

For Americans who can see 
beyond the sights of their 
Stealth bombers and feel 
beyond the fingergrips of their 
joysticks, this should be a mo- 
ment of national reckoning. 
What happens in the ground 
war. if there is a ground war. 
seems almost irrelevant now, 
given the indiscriminate feroc- 
ity of ihe American-led politic- 
al. economic and military cam- 
paign against Iraq since the 
first week of August. Washing- 
ton's broader motives for this 
conflict — the intoxication of 


influence and power, the glit- 
ter of gold, the spoils of empire 
— appear more clear to the 
Arab, Islamic and Third 
Worlds today than they did 
when George Bush first sent 
American troops 'to defend 
Saudi Arabia” in the first week 
of August. Put simply, this is a 
war by which the American-led 
cash register coalition wishes 
to preserve the neo-imperial 
order which Great Britain and 
France instituted in the Middle 
East three-quarters of a cen- 
tury ago. * 

Most Arabs. Muslims and 
Third World nationals are 
deeply frightened by the pros-, 
pect of a Pax Americana-, in the 
Middip East, with the . United 
States’ military and economic 
power dominating or even dic- 
tating future strategic and com- 
mercial patterns in the region. 
Like the Pax Romans of the 
darly years of die 1st Millen- 
nium AD when all our roads 
led to Rome, a late 2nd Millen- 
nium AD Pax Americana 
would see Middle Eastern peo- 
ple and resources only in terms 
of their economic and strategic 
usefulness or servitude to the’ 
neo-imperial heartland of 
America. Several Arab and 
Third World states have 
already indicated their willing- 
ness to dance to the tune of 
servitude to America — if the 
price is right, and if the cash 
register drawer remains open.s 

Even worse is the spectre of 
a PaxTexacana, which would 
see Texan oilmen such as 
George Bush and James Back- 
er riding their Cruise missiles 
around the world like a fast- 
shooting cowboy riding his 
horse around his cattle ranch, 
calmly shooting intruders and 
other swarthy looking folks. 
According to the morality and 
rules of conduct of a Pax 
Texacana, America would 
have the right to protect what 
it defines as its strategic in- 


Quick victory for allies 
would defy Murphy’s law 


By Robert Burns 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A lot would 
have to go right, incredibly right, 
for U.S. and allied forces 4 to 
achieve quick victory in a ground 
offensive against, Iraq, military 
analysts say. 

Aimy planners like to say that 
in preparing for any battle they 
keep uppermost in their minds 
the proposition that anything that 
can go wrong, likely will. They 
say they plan for a worst-case 
scenario to minimise ugly sur- 
prises. 

On the harsh terrain and forti- 
fied beaches that would be the 
battlefield for allied and Iraqi 
land forces, plenty could go 
.wrong. But if the allied armies 
are as prepared as they say, and 
Iraq's forces are as heavily dam- 
aged as the Pentagon claims, the 
expected glitches might be only 
minor setbacks. 

g “If you break his command and 
control structure, and if be gets 
confused and can’t respond, I can 
see us rolling the thing up faster 
than I would have thought possi- 
ble even a month ago,” said Jack 


Merritt, a retired army colonel 
and president of the Association 
of the U.S. Army. 

Merritt is habitually cautious in 
assessing the prospects for an 
allied victory against Iraq. 

“It just might be that we’re that 
much better,” than .the Iraqi 
forces, Merritt said in an inter- 
view Tuesday. 

The best-case scenario fr o m 
the allied soldiers' viewpoint 
would have Iraq starting a with- 
drawal from Kuwait before the 
ground campaign begins. Bat if 
the ground fighting starts in ear- 
nest, the best the allied forces 
probably could hope for would be 
an Iraqi capitulation within a 
couple of weeks. 

Here are some of the things 
that would have to go right to' 
achieve that quick victory: 

— The allied forces gain the 
benefit of “tactical surprise” 
against Iraq by deceiving Iraqi 
commanders and intelligence un- 
its about the main point of attack. 
In U.S. army war-fighting doc- 
trine, this is an essential dement. 

— U.S. armoured and air 
assault units make foD use of their 


extensive training In fighting 
under the cover of darkness. The 
army claims its night-vision -gog- 
gles and thermal -imaging rights 
for Ml-Al tanks and Bradley 
infantry fighting vehicles give it 
a night-fighting capability that the 
Iraqis can’t match. The Iraqis 
have shown, however, that they 
can manoeuvre at night. 

— Allied communications bold 
up. It’s , an accepted feet that 
communications links between 
commanders and their troops are 
one of the most vulnerable 
aspects of war. Communications 
breakdowns can lead to confu- 
sion, disorder and defeat, but if 
U.S. links are as strong as the 
Pentagon says they are, this could 
be a key to victory. 


— A marine corps amphibious 
landing on Kuwait's beaches, which 
appears to be pan of the allied 
battle plan, is executed without 
large losses from nsdetected Iraqi 
anti-ship mines or slowed by high 
seas or some unforeseen oil stick. 

— The weather cooperates. De- 
bilitating sandstorms can hit sud- 
denly. 


— Allied airplanes are as suc- 
cessful in avoiding anti-aircraft 
artillery and surface-to-air missiles 
as they have reportedly been during 
the first five weeks of the war. 

— Iraq’s forces are disorganised 
and disoriented — as man y u.g. 
mifitaiy officials believe they are — 
to the point that they cannot with- 
stand the initial ground assault. The 
key issue here probably is whether 
the allied aerial bombardments 
have taken a sufficiently heavy toll 
on the Republican Guard, which is 
the best-trained and -equipped part 
of the Iraqi defences. 

In recent days, some U.S. milit- 
ary officials have begun suggesting 
that enough of these factors seem 
within the allies’ grasp to ensure a 
quick entry into Kuwait 

“They mil be defeated in short 
order if we initiate a ground cam- 
paign,” Lt-Gen. Thomas Kelly, 
director of operations for the joist 
chiefs of staff, said Tuesday. 

‘Kelly didn't say what moved him - 
to abandon the more cautious tine 
that senior U.S. defence officials 
had followed since the start of the 


terests anywhere in the world 
using whatever military, eco- 
nomic or diplomatic, force it 
deemed fit. In other words, 
instead of a new world order, 
we would have a return to the 
Wild West and the destruction 
of the American' Indian nations 
by the white cowboy/railroad 
industrialists combine — a 
moral and temporal regression 
to an era when technologically 
advanced people calmly and 
systematically destroyed entire 
nations populated by people. 
with darker skins and different 
religions, in order to assuage 
the injured honour or cowboy, 
manhood of its leaders, ari era 
ruled by th e-logic of hormones 

", and Tnacho - manhood, rather - 

"Lthan law anff morality. T 

The Iraqi statement of 
February 15 and the subse- 
quent Soviet peace initiative 
provide a means to get Iraq out 
of Kuwait — which Iraq said It 
was prepared -to do in early 
August. But the negative 
American response to both in- 
itiatives suggests that Washing- 
ton’s war aims transcend the 
mere liberation of Kuwait. 
Washington seems bent on 
‘destroying Irhq’s military and 
civilian infrastructure, humi- 
liating and degrading its peo- 
ple, and driving its leadership 
out of power. We ask: does the 
United States want Iraq out of 
Kuwait, as resolution 660 de- 
mands, or does George Bush 
need to prove his manhood by 
destroying Iraq and trying to 
humiliate its people? If this 
reflects the political morality of 
the “feel good/be happy/ 
kindeT/gentier” America that 
offers itself as the moral pivot 
of a new world order, it also 
marks the start of the shift 
from the present military con- 
flict in the Gulf to the wider 
global political confrontation 
that will define the post-war 
period. 

This global confrontation 


pits, on one side, the United 
States, Great Britain,. Israel 
and assorted hangers-on and 
aspiring colonialists against, on 
the other side, an emerging 
international counter-coalition 
of states such as the Soviet 
Union, China, Iran, India and 
almost all Arab, Islamic and 
Third World countries. The 
counter-coalition cringed last 
week at the sight of the char- 
coaled bodies of Iraqi women 
and children killed in the 
Baghdad shelter, and cringes 
again this week at the dismis- 
sive American reaction toTraqi 
and Soviet offers to implement 
resolution 660 and secure 'an 
Iraqi withdraamLitom Kuwait, 
srr- ?! -Woe battle~for Kuwait is and 
itnjwas a fake;: because we always 
knew and said that Iraq single- 
handedly could not stand up to 
the military forces arrayed 
against it. But the military bat- 
tle is not what this conflict is all 
about. The battle for the^new 
world order is real, and it has 
just begun. Like Vietnam, this 
shift from militarism to politic- 
al struggle is marked by over- 
whelming American suprema- 
cy in weapons technology, but 
overwhelming American 
ignorance and naivete about 
the political and mental land-, 
scape of the Third World. The 
video game is almost over. The 
real political and human battle 
is now almost engaged. 

When military technology 
ruled the day and the airwaves, 
the support which Iraq enjoyed 
throughout the Arab, Muslim 
■ and Third Worlds could not be 
activated in a meaningful man- 
ner. Now that the political 
battle looms, we will sec the 
tremendous anti-American 
and anti-British emotional and 
political forces unleashed 
throughout the region brought 
into play. It is at this point, 
when people stop using their 
guns and start using their heads 
— tike in Vietnam — that 
America gets its ass kicked. 


War could cost $77 
billion this year 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
government believes the Gulf war 
will cost $58 billion to $77 billion 
this fiscal year, according to De- 
fence Department documents. 

To pay for the conflict, the 
White House was to announce 
Friday that it intends to ask Con- 
gress for $15 billion, plus the use 
of all $52 billion in aid pledged so 
for by the United States’ allies, 
said the documents obtained 
Thursday by the Associated 
Press. 

According to the documents, 

°P cration Desert 
the combat phase of the 
confrontation with Iraa ■win 

““ » 'Mien to $44 biu™ 
through Mm* 31. Tie 
wD depend on the type of combat 
25. ■ ,nvolved . .«■ documents 

-Pi Sowmment had not esti- 
^ted pubhcly the costs of ran- 
'?***? ^an to say they were 

“5® each day. 

the House of RemSP^’ 
^^d legislation ThSy 


The only other cost informa- 
tion provided had been to say 
that the costs of deploying U.S. 
froops to the Gulf had totalled 
$11.1 billion from ,August 
through Dec. 31 Other countries 
have pledged nearly $10 billion in 
aid for that period. 

Officials said last week that 
President George Bush would ask 
for $56 billion to pay for the costs 
of the conflict for fiscal 1991, 
which began Oct 1. They said 
uiat $11 billion would come from 
promised foreign assig tawtv» and 
$15 billion would come from U.S. 
taxpayers. 

The documents obtained 
Thursday include a letter from 
Defence Secretary Dick Cheney 
fo White House Badge f Director 
Richard Damian, dated Feb. 12,- 
saying his request “should fi- 
nance costs thro ugh the foresee- 
able future." 

Tile papers also include a De- 
fence Department estimate that 
the costs of keeping the 500,000 
UiS. ; troops inf the’ Gulf from 
October -through March would be 
$21 billion. This includes extra 
. salaries, -transportation, fuel and 
Other costs. 
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(Continued from pay l) 

of the five that that he hoped 
their government would react 
positively and in good faith to the 
Soviet peace bid. 

U.S. President George Bush 
'ii. said Friday his country appreci- 
ated the Soviet initiative, but 
"" "-err,, gave Iraq an ultimatum to start 
pulling its troops out of Kuwait 
Saturday noon. 

The King told the ambassadors 
of the five that Security Council 
'ii;,.' members that the details of the peace 
plan unveiled in Moscow Friday 
fulfilled the goals of all those 

■ ’ i- 4 ! involved in the Gulf crisis. 

King Hussein paid tribute to 

■ the efforts of the Soviet Union, 

'■ [ran and Iraq to avert the region 

from catastrophe and devasta- 
tion. 

“Too many wounds have been 
'•>. (>• opened. This is the time to begin to 
. ■ > heal them. Too many human 

; losses have occurred. This is the 
. . time to put an end to these losses 
■n and this is the time to live with 
hope and - a better future,” the 
‘‘ King said in his airport statement. 
“This is the time for states- 
tnanshfp, for leaders to consider 
the interests of their people in- 
r - volved in this conflict, and people 

- throughout the world,” he added. 

“ “I believe the achievement is a 

- great one, and I*d like to say how 
.. ,/"• much the efforts of all who contri- 

buted to this achievement,” the 
King said. 

Asked to comment on the abs- 
ence of % linkage between the 
Gulf conflict and the Palestine 
cause die King said: 

“I believe the Palestinian prob- 
lem is a problem that should be 
addressed on its own merits. It 
should have been addressed on its 
own merits.” 

Asked at the airport about Mr. 
Bush's response to the initiative 
the King said that he believed 
that the goals of Resolution 660 
were on their way to be im- 
plemented and hoped that all 
parties to the conflict would look 
at the plan through this perspec- 
tive. 

King Hussein told Arab ambas- 
sadors he hoped a new era would 
be ushered and all wounds be 
healed referring to the divide that 
befell the Arab World after Aug. 

Bashir 

(Cartoned from page 1) 

„ moment ctats personal and tem- 
— V* porary . i < . 

•r V/: “On the contrary, Jordan’s ma- 

. / /or concern was to address Arab 
— r and Muslim issues. Jordan's hon- 
-uj; ourable stand has made it incuro- 

- j. bent on ns in Sudan to respect it 
-jz. and it gives me great pleasure to 

‘ ‘ meet with the King and learn 
-.-r from his opinion and directives." 

The Jordanian position and 
' that of die other Arab countries 
-jv advocating an inter-Arab solution 
. .. - was the right position, the general 
_ :; T said. 

. ' Z : Gen. Bashir called on “all hon- 

.'. oorable Arabs” to stand by Iraq 
\-r. and to extend “every possible 
\.‘S support to it should the allied 
forces decide to escalate their 
- aggression against Iraq because 

- afi of us know that the aim of the 
'„.Z conspiracy is to destroy Iraq’s 

/Z capacities and might” 

Asked about his evaluation of 
the, situation now, following 

- ' Iraq’s acceptance of the Soviet 
' ' peace plan, Gen. Bashir said 

' '' after Iraq’s acceptance of the 
Soviet plan “there are no justi- 
' ^ Station for continuing the war.” 

“If the aim of the aggression is 
fo drive Iraq out of Kuwait, then 

- ' ; this aim Is no longer valid, and 

therefore the war should be dis- 
continued,'’ he said. 


■ ...k 


“However, we know that the 
aim is not to liberate Kuwait or to 
force the Iraqi army out of it, but 
to destroy Iraq.” he added. 


PLO 


(Continued from page 1) 

problem was always a political 
one and was never an issue of 
timetables as far as we are 
concerned," Mr. Abu Sharif said. 

The Iraqi acceptance was seen 
by the PLO as an “opportunity to 
settle the Gulf crisis politically 
and save the region from catas- 
trophic results.” he said. 

At a press conference held here 
last week, stronger terms were 
used by Mr. Arafat to describe 
how he viewed "connection.” 
“Tell the allies tfrat if they want 
to have O-I-L, then they have to 
also take P-LO,” he said in 
describing that statement as the 
essence of ‘the Saddam initia- 
tive." . 

In lare December, Palestinian 
sources said that it was left up to 
the PLO to decide when they felt 
enough political ground was co- 
vered on the Palestine issue so 
that linkage, as a formal condi- 
tion, could be dropped by Iraq as 
a prerequisite for withdrawing 
from Kuwait. 

Although Arab diplomats at 
the time could not explain the 
delay in an expected statement 
from the PLO to the effect that 
linkage was already forged, it was 
later said that the PLO leaders 
did not make that statement after 
Iraq told them that war was going 
to be forced on Baghdad even if 
the linkage issue was dropped. 

A diplomatic source in Moscow 
told the Jordan Times over the 
weekend that two senior PLO 
officials were in the Soviet capital 
at the same time as the Iraqi 
foreign minister to “convince 
Iraq to accept the initiative.'’ 

According to the diplomat, 
who requested anonymity, Yas- 
ser Abed Rabbo and Mahmoud 
Abbas, two senior PLO officials, 
were pressing the visiting Iraqi 
delegation, headed by Tareq 
Aziz, to accept the Soviet plan 
even though it contained no re- 
ference to the Palestinian prob- 
lem. 

Mr. Abu Sharif, in his inter- 
view from Tunis, indicated that 
the Palestine issue was still on the 
bargaining table between Iraq 
and the Soviet Union on the one 
hand and the U.S. and its allies 
on the other. “Everyone will be 
waiting for the Security Council 
to seriously address- the Palesti-^ 
nian problem as soon -as the crisis; 
ends," he said. He made. jdirecr 
reference to pledges by U.S. 
President George Bush to 
address the Palestine issue as 
soon as the Gulf crisis ended. 

“Bush himself made the con- 
nection,” Abu Sharif pointed 
out. 

Mood 

(Continued from page 1) 

Baghdad anyway? Why are 
they shelling civilians? Why do 
they not fight at the battle 
front?” asks Taleb Abbas, who 
lost nine family members in the 
bombing. 

The Iraqi leadership seems 
to be aware of the mood. Over 
the past 72 hours, the state-run 
media have tried to prepare 
the public for major sacrifices. 
Commentaries in newspapers 
and on radio are .aimed at 
readying the population for the 
toughest round of the battle 
yet: The ground assault. 

“We are approaching the 
mother of all battles,” said an 
editorial in A1 Thawra news- 
paper Tuesday. 

The editorials also aimed at 


boosting morale. “A strong 
Iraq is awaiting them (the 
coalition forces) in the battle- 
field,” said yesterday's A1 
Jumhuriyya daily. 

People on the street say they 
are ready for the ground war, 
which they believe offers a 
chance to fight therr enemies 
face to face. At the same time, 
they concede that the continual 
aerial bombardment is disrupt- 
ing lives, and they worry about 
its effect on their children. 

“My three-year-old boy 
clutches me in panic when the 
raids start. I . am concerned 
about him. Our chidren are 
very disturbed and cannot 
sleep," says Saad, an Iraqi 
engineer. 

Some Iraqis argue that the 
leadership is in a good position 
to take a conciliatory stand 
now that it has proved Iraqi 
forces can hold out and not be 
crushed in a few days, as some 
Western military experts had 
predicted. But they say it is 
unlikely Iraq will accept a 
humiliating peace. 

Details of the Soviet propos- 
al were not available here. But 
Iraqis have heard unconfirmed 
reports on Radio Monte Carlo 
that the proposal involves an 
Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait, 
followed by a pullout of coali- 
tion forces from the Gulf re- 
gion. 

The proposal also pur- 
portedly guarantees Iraq's 
security, territorial sovereign- 
ty, and economic and security 
interests in the region. 

Arab analysts here say such 
an outline would be acceptable 
to the Iraqi government, espe- 
cially if the Soviets succeed in 
establishing linkage, at least in 
principle, between the Gulf 
crisis and other regional con- 
flicts, particularly the Palesti- 
nian problem. 

The question being raised 
here, however, is whether such 
a proposal would be acceptable 
to the United States. 

Iraqis have been encouraged 
by positive responses to the 
Soviet proposal from some 
European governments. But 
Iraq is no longer ready to place 
hopes on breaking the U.S.-led 
alliance against it, informed 
sources say. 

A well-connected Iraqi 
source says Baghdad will try to 
be flexible for two reasons: 

— To prove to its people 
that it has given peace a chance 
when asking them to make big 
sacrifices.- 

' — To give the Soviet Union 
and Iran, which have emerged 
as the principle mediators and 
guarantors, a formula to press- 
ure the U.S. to accept a nego- 
tiated solution. 

Baghdad is cautious not to 
appear to be the party torpe- 
doing peace efforts, says an 
Arab diplomat. The leadership 
is now giving priority to con- 
solidating its home front rather 
than to political manoeuvres 
on the international front, be 
says. 

“The leadership has learned 
that its best bet is to keep its 
people prepared and not de- 
pend heavily on either Arab 
support or dramatic shifts in 
the position of European coun- 
tries and the international 
community,” says a Baa this: 
Party official. 

The story also ran in Che 
Christian Science Monitor. 

Libya 

(Cqntfamed from page 1) 

other Arab countries if the 
problem was non-acceptance 
of their travel papers.” he 


added. “They also said only 
humanitarian considerations 
and no politics wens behind the 
offer." 

International relief officials 
said repatriation agencies were 
willing to arrange passage for 
those seeking shelter in Libya. 
“It is a human tragedy and we 
are indeed here to help them.” 
said the chief of mission of an 
international agency in Am- 
man who also preferred anony- 
mity. 

The problem of Gazans 
stranded in Kuwait developed 
after Egypt, whose laisser pas- 
ses most of them hold, said 
that ir would not recognise the 
documents, according to offi- 
cials. 

But a senior Egyptian diplo- 
mat maintained that Cairo had 
not imposed a blanket ban on 
Gazans using its territory to 
enter the occupied Gaza Strip. 

“We axe asking for indi- 
vidual applications from all 
those who want to travel to 
Gaza, and permissions are 
granted by the Ministry of In- 
terior on a case-by-case,” said 
the diplomat, preferring 
anonymity. 

However, Jordanian officials 
and international relief offi- 
cials said there have been very 
few cases where Egypt had 
granted such permission. The 
Egyptian position is seen as an 
expression of anger in response 
to the support that the PLO 
and the Palestinian community 
in general have extended to 
Iraq in the Gulf crisis, where 
Cairo leads the Arab camp in 
the U.S.-led anti-Iraq coali- 
tion. 

As a result, as many as 
65,000 Gazans, many of whom 
possess documents dating back 
to 1967 when Israel occupied 
the strip, and some others who 
have the right of residence in 
Egypt, are believed to remain 
in Kuwait since authorities de- 
mand that all Palestinian resi- 
dents of the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip can re- 
turn only through the same exit 
they used to depart: In the case 
of many Gazans, the A1 
Areesh crossing in the Sinai. 

Those who used the bridges 
across the River Jordan to 
leave the occupied territories 
are allowed to return by the 
same route. 

Since July 1988, when it se- 
vered legal and administrative 
links witb the West Bank, Jor- 
dan has been issuing two-year 
temporary passports to Gazans 
— in addition to permanent 
residents of the West Bank — 
to facilitate their travel and 
work outside the occupied ter- 
ritories. These passports do 
not entitle the holders to 
Jordanian citizenship; nor do 
they oblige the holders to serve 
in the armed forces or pay 
taxes. 

“We would like to help 
those stranded people, but we 
do not want a situation where 
they get stuck in Jordan with 
nowhere to go,” said a senior 
official commenting on the 
Gazans in Kuwait. 

“We have no problems with 
Palestinians holding Syrian or 
Lebanese documents but it is 
indeed a problem with those 
who possess Egyptian docu- 
ments," he told the Jordan 
Tunes, while confirming that 
many Gazans were turned 
back from the A1 Ruweished 
border post with Iraq since the 
Gulf crisis erupted in August 
and a higher number since the 
war erupted last month. 

The Jordanian position is 
interpreted by analysts and 
Western diplomats as a reflec- 


tion of several factors, includ- 
ing fears that tens of thousands 
of Palestinians from Gaza 
could get stranded in Jordan 
without any international or 
Arab guarantee that they could 
go home, that a precedent 
could be set which would be 
exploited by Israeli leaders 
who still nurse the “Jordan is 
Palestine" theory, that other 
Gulf states could move to ex- 
pel Palestinians to the King- 
dom, and that the influx of any 
massive number of Palesti- 
nians would only contribute to 
further exacerbate the King- 
dom's fragile economy. 

“While we do recognise the 
humanitarian aspect of the 
problem and have eveiy sym- 
pathy for the stranded, we also 
believe that the international 
community has to share in the 
responsibility," said the offi- 
cial. 

Soviets 

(Continued from page 1) 

thanked the Soviets for their first 
peace plan but said it had too 
many conditions. 

The U.S. demand calls for 
Iraq's withdrawal to be com- 
pleted in one week, and for the 
release of all prisoners of war to 
be released within 43 hours. 

The Soviet plan did not men- 
tion several provisions of the 
U.S. plan, such as a removal of 
booby traps and mines, and a 
cessation of combat flights over 
Kuwait excepL to transport with- 
drawing forces. 

Mr. Aziz and his Soviet coun- 
terpart, Alexander Bessmert- 
nykh, met for 2Vi hours at a 
government guest house in down- 
'town Moscow, and Mr. Aziz was 
to meet President Gorbachev 
Saturday morning. 

Mr. Ignatenko had told a news' 
conference before the Aziz- 
Bessmertnylch meeting that the 
Iraqis had accepted an eight- 
point peace plan Mr. Gorbachev 
proposed at a midnight meeting. 
The new plan has already been 


sent to Baghdad for approval, the 
spokesman said. 

Mr. Ignatenko said Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein got the 
plan through Soviet communica- 
tion channels at 1500 GMT. 

“The Soviet leadership expects 
a reply any minute,” Mr. 
Ignatenko told reporters. 

Adding to the confusion over 
just what had been agreed was a 
warning from Gorbachev person- 
al envoy Yevgeny Primakov to 
the U.S. not to reject tfae plan, 
which he called a major success in 
the eyes of the world. 

“It is really taking shape and if 
at this moment it is broken down 
by war then the responsibility will 
lie with those who start the war,” 
he said in a television interview. 

President Gorbachev mean- 
while contacted the member na- 
tions to the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil to discuss the new peace prop- 
osal. 


Bush 


(Continued from page 1) 

yesterday represents a serious 
and useful effort which is appreci- 
ated. But major obstacles re- 
main,” Mr. Fitzwater said. 

He spoke before the announce- 
ment in Moscow that Iraq had 
agreed — as part of what is now a 
six-point plan — to an immediate 
and unconditional withdrawal 
from Kuwait as soon as there is a 
full ceasefire in die Gulf war. 

Soviet presidential spokesman 
Vitaly Ignatenko told a news 
briefing the agreement had been 
reached following intensive dis- 
cussions between Mr. Gorbachev 
and other Soviet officials with 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz. 

Mr. Fitzwater said Mr. Bush 
and Secretary of State James 
Baker had discussed the Soviet 
peace effort with Mr. Gorbachev 
in a 75-minute phone conversa- 
tion Friday. 

“I think it’s clear from the 
length of their discussion that 
they had a very good conversa- 
tion," Mr. Fitzwater said when 


Following is the revised Soviet plan: 

— Iraq would implement U.N. Resolution 660, calling for an 
immediate withdrawal from Kuwait, without delay and without 
conditions. 

— The withdrawal would begin a day after a ceasefire. 

— The withdrawal would be completed 21 days after the 
ceasefire. 

— After withdrawal, all other Security Council resolutions will 
“lose their meaning and be rescinded." 

— Prisoners of war would be released within 72 hours after the 
ceasefire begins. 

— Supervision of the withdrawal would be conducted by a 
peacekeeping force determined by the Security Council. 

Following is a set of conditions set earlier by the U.S. 

1. Iraq must begin large-scale withdrawal from Kuwait by noon 
EST (1700 GMT), Saturday. Feb. 23. 

2. Iraq must complete military withdrawal in one week. 

3. Within the first 48 hours of withdrawal, Iraq must remove all 
its forces from Kuwait Gty and allow for the prompt return of the 
“legitimate" government of Kuwait. 

4. Iraq must withdraw from all prepared defences along the 
Saudi-Kuwaiti and Saudi-Iraq borders, from Bubiyan and Warbah. 
islands, and from the Rumaiia oil field. 

5. Within the one week specified, Iraq must return all its forces to 
their positions of Aug. 1 in accordance with U.N. Security Council 
Ri»olution 660. 

6. In cooperation with the International Red Cross. Iraq must 
release all prisoners of war and “third-country civilians" and return 
the remains of dead servicemen. This action must begin immediate- 
ly with the start of the withdrawal and be completed in 48 hours. 

7. Iraq must remove all explosives or booby traps, including 
those on Kuwaiti oil installations, and designate Iraqi military 
liaison officers to work with Kuwaiti and other coalition forces on 
the withdrawal's operational details. 

8. Iraq must cease combat air fire, aircraft flights over Iraq and 
Kuwait, except for transport aircraft carrying troops out of Kuwait, 
and allow coalition aircraft exclusive control over and use of all 
Kuwaiti air space. 

9. Iraq must cease all destructive actions against Kuwaiti citizens 
and property, and release all Kuwaiti detainees. 

10. The United States and its coalition partners will not attack 
retreating Iraqi forces, and will exercise restraint so long as 
withdrawal proceeds in accordance with the above guidelines and 
there are no attacks on other countries. 

11. Any breach of these terms will bring an “instant and sharp 
response” from coalition forces. 


asked if the 'Soviets still sup- 
ported the anti-Iraq coalition. 

In his statement, Mr. Bush said 
the Soviet proposal on its face 
seemed more reasonable than a 
“defiant, uncompromising 
address'* by President Saddam 
Hussein on Baghdad Radio 
Thursday, when he said Iraq 
would fight on in “the mother of 
all battles." 

But Mr. Bush, who also spoke 
before the latest announcement 
from Moscow, said the. Soviet 
plan promised unconditional Ira- 
qi withdrawal “only to set forth a 
number of conditions." 

Mr. Fitzwater said one un- 
acceptable condition in the Soviet 
plan, the lifting of U.N. economic 
sanctions against Iraq when two- 
thirds of its forces were out of 
Kuwait, would let Iraq use oil 
revenue to rebuild its army. 

Mr. Bush said the urgency of 
forcing Iraq to quit Kuwait was 
underscored by a new “scorched 
earth policy.” 

“We learned this morning that 
Saddam has now launched a 
scorched-earth policy against 
Kuwait, anticipating perhaps he 
will now be forced to leave. He is 
wantonly setting fire to and des- 
troying the oil wells, the oil tanks, 
the export terminals and other 
installations of that small coun- 
tiy. 

“Indeed, they are destroying 
the entire oil production system 
of Kuwait.” 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said later the Iraqis had 
set fire to more than 150 wells 
and that a huge black cloud was 


drifting over the area. 

British Prime Minister John 
Major said the U.S. u.ltimatum to 
Iraq was not negotiable. 

“We are not prepared to be 
strung along,'* he told reporters. 

Allied nations responded with 
caution and some hope to the 
Soviet-Iraqi peace plan earlier 
Friday, but almost no one 
appeared to embrace or reject it 
outright. 

Italian Premier Giulio 
Andreotti was more hopeful, 
saying Iraq's acceptance of the 
Soviet initiative Thursday had 
“rekindled hopes” that an end to 
the war was near without the 
need for a ground offensive by 
the allies. 

The French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said Iraq's agreement to 
the peace plan “represents a step 
in the right direction and gives 
reason to hope for a peaceful 
solution of the Gulf crisis." 

The statement released in 
Paris, however, did note that 
several key points remained 
vague. 

An Arab diplomat in Riyadh 
said he did not expect any official 
statements from the Saudi gov- 
ernment because Mr. Bush spoke 
in the name of the coalition and 
after consultations among the 
allies. 

“Bush's reply was in the 
framework of the coalition, and 
the stand is a unified one for the 
allies who are accepting nothing 
less of unconditional implementa- 
tion of resolutions of the interna- 
tional community.” be said. 
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Chinese Lunch & Dinner Buffet 

On Sunday Feb. 24th. 


1 jQ]— )|]]G ip — )?Q 

The PhkxteipHo 

MTCMunorui nOTiL MxwiGDaHT aaour 1NTEX NATIONAL 

Tel: 663100, Fax: 665160. Amman - Jordan 





ar 


the professionals 
always choose 

THE REUABLE 

~MCWNG, Am FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
_AND . RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAMAR&SONS 



CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

eking, shipping. 
__rwarding, storage . 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


£ 



- - 

The first & belt 
r/'-'Vy Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

• Circle. Jabai Amman, near 

\ ' , Ahliyyah Girls School 

~~Z<^Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p- m - . ■ 

j 6:30-MidoJgbt 
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' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE ' 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bartwquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight > 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
shtm 30% larger 

* From ooimrgm- 
20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Rent&Sale 

Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfur-1 
nished. 

|’ Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

[For further details, pit 
call 

lAbdonn Real 


[Tel. 810605, 810609, 
Fax: 810520, 


RENT 

Saad! Real Estate 


o 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SO HA 
Renta! Dept. 687821/22 


Amman’s 

exclusive gift shop 

f Italian shoes, leather goods, 

I perfumes, lighters, watches, 
pens, silverware, porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

■■ II 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg 
Tel. 669 457 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the worics. 

Door to Door. 

Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEX~ 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Jake away service 
‘ available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -Tl. 30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Teh 6 59519 659520 
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T lie Regency Palace Hotel 


PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 


& 


The First Class Hotel In ! 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAItOTEL 

ll-B 2 «|l|*= 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.0 Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Ekoatriates and 
Businessmen 















Goalkeepers hold key to vital 
England soccer title game today 



JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 


LONDON (R) — Die race to 
prevent Liverpool winning the 
English first division soccer title 
readies a crucial stage Saturday 
when Arsenal and Crystal Palace 
meet at Highbury. 

The match will help determine 
which of the two London clubs 
poses the biggest threat to Liver* 
pool's current three-point lead at 
the top. It also adds spice to a 
goalkeeping argument which 
could run for many years. 

Arsenal's David Seaman and 
Palace's Nigel Martyn. both rivals 
for the England number one 
jersey, have played vital parts in 
their sides' respective successes 
and are two oF the reasons why 
Liverpool are still within range of 
the chasing pack. 

Seaman, signed for £1.2 million 
(S2.3 million) from Queen's Park 
Rangers last year, has conceded 
just 12 goals in Arsenal's 24 
league games to date. 

Martyn. a fellow England 
squad member along with Glas- 
gow Rangers' Chris Woods, has 
been equally impressive of late, 
keeping six clean sheets in 
Palace's last nine games. 

Those statistics are scarcely en- 


couraging for strikers on either 
side but Palace captain Geoff 
Thomas believes Arsenal are also 
a formidable attacking force. 

“They used to be called boring 
but they're far from that now," 
said Thomas. “They are a good 
team, they're compact and their 
style is very attack-minded now." 

A win for either club will leave 
them in second place behind 
Liverpool who travel to Luton 
still recovering from their epic 44 
F.A. Cup draw with Everton 
Wednesday. 

England striker Peter Beard- 
sley is still not a definite starter 
for Liverpool, despite his two 
goals against Everton. 

Another England player David 
Platt of Aston Villa sits out his 
team's game against Nottingham 
Forest after deciding not to rush 
his return to action following a 
groin injury. 

“It would be foolish to risk him 
for one match if there was a 
chance of causing extra damage." 
said Villa Assistant Manager Pe- 
ter Withe. 

Leeds United and Manchester 
United, in fourth and fifth posi- 


tions in the league table, meet 
Sunday in the second leg of their 
league cup semifinal at El] and 
Road. 

Trailing 2-1 from the firet en- 
counter at Old Trafford, Leeds 
escaped any injuries in a midweek 
win over Manchester City but 
might include Peter Haddock at 
left-back instead of Mike Whit- 
low. 

Chelsea- play Sheffield 

Wednesday in the 'first leg of the 

other semifinal, also Sunday. 

Relegation-threatened Luton 
would not normally be expected 
to pose much of a threat to 
Liverpool. 

But on their own plastic, Luton 
have the formidable record of 
four wins and a draw in their last 
five league and cup meetings with 
the champions. 

Luton Manager Jim Ryan 
knows the size of the task facing 
his team as they bid for their first 
home league win this year. 

“They (Liverpool) are still one 
of the best sides in Europe." he 
said. 

“I admire them immensely be- 
cause of the quality of their play- 


Novotna rolls into Oklahoma quarterfinals 


OKLAHOMA CITY. Oklahoma 
(Rj — Top seed Jana Novotna of 
Czechoslovakia crushed South 
African Elna Reinach 6-1 6-2 to 
roll into the quarter-finals of the 
S 150 .000 Virginia Slims of Okla- 
homa Tennis Tournament. 

In the quarters, the eighth- 
ranked Novotna will take on 


Swedish seventh seed Caterina 
Lindqvist, who rallied to bold off 
17-y ear-old Angelica Gavaldon 
of Mexico 2-6 7-6 6-0. 

Lindqvist, ranked 34th in the 
world, took the second set tieb- 
reak 7-3 and never looked back as 
she sailed through the deciding 
set. 


Sports in brief 


Crippled S. African yacht sinks 


PUNT A ARENAS, Chile (AP) — A South African yacht 
crippled while participating in a roundworld international regatta 
has sunk in South Pacific Ocean waters, and its skipper, John 
Martin, was rescued, the navy reported. The navy in this city 
2,200 kilomtres south of Santiago, said it received a radio report 
indicating that the yacht, the Ally End Bank, sank some 1,800 
kilometres from the west end of the Strait of Magellan. Martin, a 
retired South African Navy officer, was rescued by his country- 
man Brertie Reed, skipper of the Grinacker, another yacht 
participating in the race. Martin had reported last Tuesday that 
nis boat had been crippled after colliding with an iceberg. He had 
requested assistance to sail to Puma Arenas for repairs. The 
regatta, which sailed off Sydney. Australia, on Feb. 4, involves 15 
yachts from eight countries, and is due to end by mid-March in 
Punta Del Este, Uruguay. 

Mansell ‘christens’ neWTdce car 

SILVER STONE, England (R) — Briton Nigel Mansell personal- 
ly “christened" the Williams’ Grand Prix team’s new Renault- 
powered car with an unscheduled spin during its shakedown test 
Thursday. Mansell, driving the new FW14 in damp conditions, 
spun the car when he was on a quick lap during the public test. He 
said: “I changed down too quickly and the wheels locked up and I 
spun. “I went off by only about six feet but it was into some thick 
mud. All I could do was sit there and get splattered. At least the 
car is christened now.” The team's new car commanded much 
admiration at the cricuit with its sleek new design, a transverse 
semi-automatic gearbox and its nimble performance. The car is 
powered by Renault's latest V-10 RSS specification engine. 
Mansell, who was unhurt in the spin, said he was impressed with 
the car but did not expea it to show its full potential until after the 
first two or three races of the season. The team plan to go testing 
at the Le Castellet Circuit in southern France next week before 
flying to America for the season-opening U.S. Grand Prix in 
Phoenix on March 10. 

Breaks swimming record 

CALGARY, Alberta (R) — Mark Tewksbury solidified his 
standing as a rising swimming star Thursday by twice breaking his 
own world best rime in the 100-metre backstroke in a short course 
pool at the Canadian Winter National Swimming Championships. 
The Calgary native covered the distance in the 25-metre pool in 
53.32 seconds in a morning qualifying heat and shaved that time 
to 52.89 in the final. The 23-year-old Tewksbury held the world 
short-course mark of 53.69 coming into the meeting. He set that 
mark at last year's Canadian championships is Saskatoon. His 
achievement, however, will not be recognised as an official world 
record because it was not accomplished in an Olympic-size, 
50-metre pool. The official world record of 54.51 was set by 
American David Berkoff in 1988. 
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SURGICALLY PRECISE 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* 10 7 

9 Q 10 8 3 
v A 9 7 6 4 

* A 6 

WEST EAST 

# J 8 5 3 * Q 9 2 

9 K 7 J 7 6 

0 K 5 3 v Q J W 2 

* Q 5 4 3 2 * J 10 9 

SOUTH 

* A K64 
9 A 9 S 4 2 
C- 8 

* K87 


The bidding: 
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2 9 
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3 * • 
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3 4 
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4 NT 

Pass 
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Opening lead: Three of • 
Before being elevated to the peer- 
age, Lord Smith of Marlow had ac- 
quired fame as a surgeon. After 
removing 34 gallstones from Mau- 
rice Harrison-Gray, he remarked: 
“Enough for a small slam at no 
tramp!" 

Lord Smith was a member of the 
British Parliamentary team that 


went to Sweden to play against the 
Swedish Parliament. This hand 
cropped op during a rubber bridge 
game with his hosts. Lord Smith ski 
South and reached six hearts on the 
auction shown. North was rather 
aggressive in pushing to slam when 
South had not shown any more than 
a minimum opening bid, but Lord 
Smith displayed impeccable 
technique. 

Declarer won the opening spade 
lead in band, cashed the ace and 
king of dubs and ruffed a club. 
After playing off the ace of dia- 
monds and ruffing a diamond in 
hand. South cashed the ace of 
trumps and viewed West’s king with 
mixed feelings. 

Declarer set about singling in his 
trumps. The other top spade and a 
spade ruff in dummy were followed 
by a second diamond ruff in hand; 
then the last spade ruffed with the' 
queen of trumps, on which East dis- 
carded the queen of diamonds. With 
the lead on the table, East was down 
to J 7 in trumps while declarer hdd 9 
5. When a diamond as led from 
dummy, declarer could not be pre- 
vented from scoring his nine of 
- trumps en passant for the fulfilling 
trick. 


In anotber second round 
match, American Anne Smith 
gutstfeadied Catherine Suire of 
France 6-3 64 to set up a quarter- 
final against Anne Min ter of Au- 
stralia. 

In the other quarterfinals second 
seed Coochita Martinez of Spain 
goes against eighth seed Manon 


Bollegraf of the Netherlands and 
Lisa Bonder-Kreiss takes on fel- 
low American Renata Baranski. 

Novotna said she was con- 
cerned with playing Reinach be- 
cause m their only previous meet- 
ing two years ago the 103-ranked 
South African woo 6-0 6-1. 


Edberg beats Camporese 
in Stuttgart tournament 


STUTTGART, Germany (AP) 
— Stefan Edberg needed all the 
experience and confidence of the 
top-ranked player in the world to 
overcome Omar Camporese 6-3. 
7-6 and reach the quarterfinals of 
the Sl-million Eurocard Classics 
Tennis Tournament. 

Edberg, who regained the no. 1 
ranking last week, saved three set 
points in the second set tie break 
before prevailing 11-9 in one 
hour, 44 minutes. 

In other second-round match- 


es, Guy Forget of France, seeking 
his third title of the year, beat 
Jakob Hlasek of Switzerland 7-6, 
7-6. Karel Movacek of Czechoslo- 
vakia ousted Christian Bergstrom 
of Sweden 6-1, 6-3 and Andrei 
Cherkasov of the Soviet Union 
upset fifth-seeded Emilio San- 
chez of Spain 6-1, 6-1. 

Edberg is seeded second in the 
tournament but effectively be- 
came the top seed when last 
year’s winner Boris Becker with- 
drew because of an injury. Beck- 
er had been seeded first. 


Sampras retires; Lendl, 
Chang advance in Memphis 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee (R) — 
.U.S. Open champion Pete Sam- 
pras suffered another set-back 
Thursday when he was forced to 
retire from his third round match 
against 15th-seeded Dutchman 
Mark Koevermans at the 
$750,000 U.S. Indoor Tennis 
Championships. 

The second-seeded American, 
who has been troubled with shin 
splints since winning his first 
Grand Slam title at the age of 19, 
pulled a hamstring muscle in his 
left leg and had to stop playing 
while leading 6-2 1-1. 

Top seed Ivan Lendl, who beat 


Peanuts 


Sampras in a five-set final last 
week in Philadelphia, advanced 
easily with a 6-2 6-1 win over 
16th-seed Paul Haarhuis of the 
Netherlands. 

But fifth-seeded American 
Michael Chang had to claw his 
way through three tough sets to 
overcome lOlst-ranked Canadian 
qualifier Grant CouneD 7-6 6-7 64 
in two hours 44 minutes. 

Connell, a tall lefthander, con- 
sistently blocked Chang's passing 
shots with brilliant volleys to take 
the second tiebreak 7-4 and force 
a third set. 



HOU CAN TALK ALL YOU 
WANT, BUT I CAN'T W 
WHAT Y0URE SELLING- 



Andy Capp 


Dalglish to retire as 
Liverpool manager 


ers and the way they play the 
game.” 

Ryan will have taken some 
encouragement from Liverpool's 
unbalanced performance in 
Wednesday's F.A. Cup fith 
round replay, described as “one 
of the greatest cup ties” by Ever- 
ton Manager Howard Kendall. 

Liverpool manager Kenny 
Dalglish was disappointed his 
side's brilliant finishing was mar- 
red by a series of uncharacteristic 
defensive blunders. 

“We showed three great exam- 
ples of how to score goals — and 
three bad examples of how to 
defend. But that’s what goes to 
make an exdting cup tie,” be 
said. 

Dalglish is almost certain to 
call on England striker Peter 
Beardsley, who scored twice 
against Everton on his recall to 
the starting line-up after a two- 
month absence. 

But Liverpool are again likely 
to be without injured internation- 
al midfield trio Steve McMahon 
of England and Ray Houghton 
and Ronnie Whelan d from Ire- 
land. 


LONDON (R) — Kenny Dalg- 
lish is to retire as manager of 
English soccer champions Liver- 
pool, chib chairman Noel White? 
said Friday. 

Scottish-bom Dalglish. 39, 
took over the job in 1985 after the 
Heysel Stadium disaster and 
guided Liverpool to the English 
League and F.A. Cup double in 
1986. 

Dalglish, whose salary at Liver- 
pool has been estimated at 
around £200,000 ($390,000) a 
year, said the pressure of the job 
had led to his decision. 

“The biggest problem was the 
pressure I was putting myself 
under in my desire to be success- 
ful,” he said. 

“I felt it would be wrong to 


mislead everybody into dunking 
zfrat everything was fine with 
myself. There is no animosity 
between me and the club. This is 
something I felt was right.” 

Liverpool currently lead the 
first division table by three 
points. 

An emotional Dalglish said he 
had informed the Liverpool 
board of his decision Thursday 
morning, the night after his side 
bad been involved in an epic 44 
fifth round draw with neighbours 
Everton m die F.A. Cup. 

“It's the first time I have made 
a decision that’s been more be- 
neficial to Kenny Dalglish than to 
Liverpool Football Club and 
everyone else connected with it," 
he said. 


Coach predicts another 
title for Bayern Munich 


By Reuters 

BAYERN Munich coach Jupp 
Heynckes wil be praying his team 
can live up to his bold prophecies 
when they visit- Bayer Lever- 
kusen at the weekend after the 
German Bundesliga winter 
break. 

Heynckes has firmly dismissed 
suggestions that the Bavarians 
may not be capable of winning a 
record 13th championship, saying 
his team would prove their worth 
against the leading challengers. 

“The title will be ours simply 
because we will win the important 
matches against the immediate 
challengers like Kaiserslautern 
and Bremen,” be said. 

Bayern, one point behind lead- 
ers Werder Bremen, will need to 
live up to his words against a 
team regarded as dark horses for 
the title despite being eighth, six 
points behind the leaders. 

Leverkusen held Bayern to a 
1-1 draw in Munich on the open- 
ing day of the season. 

European soccer 

Werder have an easier task at 
home to Wattenscheid, who have 
survived well in the middle of the 
table after promotion last season. 

Diird-placed Kaiserslautern, 
who are only two points behind 
the leaders with a game in hand, 
meet Hamburg at home. 

Juventus coat* Gigj Maifredi 
appeared apprehensive about his 
future following his side’s eli- 
mination from the Italian Cup 
three days after losing ground in 
the championship race. 

Maifredi seemed to offer his 
resignation after Juventus were 
beaten 2-0 at home by AS Roma 
in the cup Wednesday. 

“One of our targets has just 
gone west. We’re all annoyed 
about what’s happened, but I 
assume all the responsibility my- 
self." he said. 

“I’ve told the club that I’m 
ready Tor whatever decision they 
want to take." 

Director Enrico Bendoni, 
however, denied the club were 
considering sacking Maifredi, 
adding that Juyentus's long-term 


plans involved Maifredi. 

Although their tide hopes took 
a severe knock when beaten at 
leaders Sampdoria and they axe 
now three points adrift, Juventus 
are still involved in the European 
Cup Winners’ Cup. 

The Turin Club appear to have 
-a good opportunity to get back on 
the winning patch when they play 
relegation stragglers Lecce at 
home Sunday. 

Sampdoria, through to the 
semifinals of the cup, have a 
potentially difficult home game 
against fifth-placed Parma. 

Inter will be without defender 
Ricardo Ferri but welcome back 
striker Aldo Serena for their 
home game with Atalanta, the 
first of three games in four weeks 
between the two sides drawn 
against each other in the UEFA 
Cup quarterfinals. 

Spanish League leaders Barce- 
lona will have their championship 
claims tested at the weekend 
when they travel to Real Vallado- 
lid where they have not won for 
five years. 

Although struggling in 14th 
place. Real Valladolid have lost 
only one of their 10 home ' games 
and will be more refreshed after 
last week's break than Barcelona 
who had several players on inter- 
national duty with Spain in 
France Wednesday. 

Second-placed Atletico Mad- 
rid, four points behind Barcelo- 
na, are' away to second-frdm- 
bottom -Tenerife. 

Goalkeeper Abel Resino will 
be attempting to break 1,000 
minutes of soccer without con- 
ceding a goal. His Spanish 
League record stands at 960 mi- 
nutes. 

Two weeks before their clash 
with AC Milan in the European 
Cup quarterfinals, Marseille face 
a perfect test of their travelling 
ability in the league Sunday. 

The French champions, who 
have recovered their flair in re- 
cent weeks, make a short trip to 
Cannes who are unbeaten in their 
last 10 outings and are fifth, 10 
points behind Marseille. 

Two of Marseille's closest riv- 
als, Montpellier and Auxerre, 
third and fourth respectively, 
dash Saturday. 


I'M JUST A DOG, AND I 
DON'T HAVE AW MONEV 



SO CAN'T WE GET ON 
WITH THE 5H0W? 



Mutton 9 Jeff 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY FEBRUARY 23, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll (Tighter Foundation 

wtSESs (March 21 to April 19) beta 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Earty get together with any friends 
who can aid you ro get what you 
want the most, then later you have 
some ambitions secret longing w 
be done. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Decide what you want from public 
officials, executives first and then 
you are able to get off to new 
conditions to make such plans 
work for you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) The 
morning is fine for gaming dam 
you need after which you are able 
to get off to some official to get his 
good w3L active encouragement 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) Don’t try to angle oat of 
paying what you owe or you lose 
j&ce where it counts, but later get 
off to what you have not known to 
help. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) An 

associate tries early to pull a fast 
one on you if you are not watchful 
but later you win out by carrying 
through with agreements made. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Whichever job is most difficult 
should be finished entirely eady 
for then you are able to get out 
with interesting companions for a 
good time. 

LOSRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Partners see your most attrac- 
tive qualities after what seems to 
be an earty block in their vision 
and you can get pretty much what- 
ever you want. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 


potat to indicate to those about 
you would like them ito do to make 
your foundational interests more 
secure. 

SAGITTARIUS; (November 22 to 
December 21) Your ingenious 
approach at what is expected of 
you by some attachment is excel- 
lent but talk it over with one that 
laiows so yon benefit. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You are now able to 
tafcr some time oft to show your 
own family you are up to dare in 
knowing the things that will please 
and bring plenty. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You now find yonr mind, is 
working overtime on some brilliant 
plan that can extend your horizons 
whether they be in personal or 
practical matters. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Mach 
20) This is the day, to study quietly 
the ways and means to bring; a 
greater amount of abundance 'to 
yourself by your most interest gifts. 

Today’s If yonr child were 
born today she or be has a lot of 
brilliant insight into how to get 
ahead and operates best with those 
of different birth and extraction to 
their’s. This over articulate child 
will need to learn the value of 
listening to what others have to say 
and to seeing just how it is that 
they reach their goals. 

“The stars impel, they do not 
compel." What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. 



*1 have a good reason for standing 
in the mashed potatoes. My 
feet are cold!" 


THATSCRAWm ro.WPTO-QAME ,r-<. 
uy Henri Arnold and Bob Cm 




Yesterday's 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SCOUT QUILT BECAME TUSSLE 

Answer: She looks good enough to eat, especially 
when she dresses with this— “TASTE" 


Jumbles: SCOUT 



THE Daily Crossword * 


WHson McBaath 


ACROSS 
1 Healing sign 
5 Vapid 
10 Spurious 

14 Starch source 

15 Pinochle term 

16 Tuscany city 

17 Recovered 
from illness 

19 Ripens 

20 Hag 

21 Weaver's 
spool 

23 Exclamation 

24 Struck old 
style 

26 Damascus’ 
land 

28 Sward 
31 Battery part 
33 Christie and 
Karenina 
36 Lengthen 

38 Reykjavik 
poem 

39 Small bird 

40 Entity 

42 Warmth 

43 A Turner 

44 invested with 
authority: Br. 

46 MIT and RPi 

48 Summary 

49 Time spans: 
abbr. 

50 **- Were the 
Days" 

52 Aphrodite's 
son 

54 Sweet — 

S6 - The two 
58 “—able to 
corrupt — " 
(“King Henry 
IV") 

62 Inter — 

64 Exact middle 

66 Encircled 

67 A deity 

68 Actress Garr 

69 Being • 

70 Ski milieu 

71 OT prophet 

DOWN 

1 Ticket and 

2 Ann or May 





3 Soviet sea 

4 Some 
investments 

5 Endurance 

6 Check 

7 Askew 

8 Can. -lake 

9 Doorway 

10 Evlan or Bath 

11 Stranded 

12 Sailing 

13 Pulp 

18 Detriment 
22 Gun gp. 

25 |n - (wholly) 

27 Uka neon 

28 Numerical 
prefix 

29 Lubricant 

30 Below 
32 Compact 

"-and — of 
deeds" 

_ (Homer) 

35 Stones 
37 Below to 
poets 
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Gulf war keeps Jordan’s 
economic planning hazy 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

' . ‘ “ < v Jordan Times Staff Reporter . 

»■ ^AMMAN — Hie Jordanian eco- 
‘ . is on an open-ended transi- 

*•’ , r . ^ non phase under crisis manage- 

- -/..^-cv.nicnt and any definite course for 
~ • y.' ; f^the Kingdom’s troubled economy 

• depends on bow and when the 

■•:-I'^:>war in the Golf ends. 

' Officials and planners say that 

4 short-term decisions aimed at sus- 

■ taming the economy without 
' r: - aD owing for further deterioration 

. . ;■ - ^ characterise the status of the 
.^V- Kingdom’s finances, plunged into 

■ ^chaos by the Gulf crisis and 

•V* steadied for the moment by inter- 

national assistance. 

'-'v “We are unable to draw up any 
' >, 0 : long-term plans, whether in tenns 
foreign debt servicing or 
streamlining our imports,” said a 
< senior official. “Everything that 
“.^happens on our east (Iraq) and 
...I west (the Israeli-occupied tern- 

*■£ ^ tones and Israel proper) has a 

• . ^ direct bearing on our economy,” 

i . be pointed out. 

-f ?^>. While the immediate effect of 
■ r - the Gulf war, which began Jan. 
17, is still to be felt outside the 
- " -:i .... area of fiiel consumption and 

\-Z driving habits, officials foresee 

• : further belt-tightening measures 

as and when they have to draw 

from the foreign exchange re- 

serves of the cash-strapped Kmg- 

H dom. 

But what Jordan escaped was a 

serious blow to the value of the 
Jordanian dinar. Many analysts 
■ point out that, the war did not 

— '• have a direct impact on the eco- 

nomy — except a decline in Iraqi 
— " oQ supply as a result of damages - 

■ done to Iraqi oil-producing farili- 
' . ties and attacks on Jordan-bound 

1 oil tankers — and that the nega- 
\ live effects of the Gulf crisis had 
> -I : already taken their toll on the 
, J. financial and monetary status of 
— the Kingdom before the war be- 
— — ^ T gan. 

^ The decline in Iraqi oil supply, 
however, has had an immediate 
- - impact on the economy since 

. . ’ ■ Iordan was not paying cash for 
'■ i the imports, but accounted it as 
; ; -repayment of Iraqi debts to the 

• Kqjgdom. 

Iordan was forced to turn to 

Syria and Ionian for its oil needs 

■it wteraa&faXmce&j and this is_ 


burden of $25 million to $30 
million every month on the treas- 
ury, officials said. 

A part of the damages done to 
Jordanian exports was addressed 
by an agreement to sell phos- 
phates to Iran worth $66 million 
this year. Additional outlets for 
Jordanian exports are expected to 
be opened further with the 
reopening of the Jordanian and 
Iranian diplomatic missions in 
Tehran and Amman and ex- 
change of visits by businessmen. 

With the receipt of internation- 
al assistance and pledges of about 
$1.15 billion in the form of long- 
term loans and outright grants, 
the foreign exchange reserves at 
the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) remains at a relatively' 
healthy level of around $750 mil- 
lion (in fact, it is for the first time 
in four years that the Kingdom’s 
reserves have registered more 
than $650 million). 

In addition, gold reserves and 
receivables account for another 
$500 million. 

Deposits and ravings of indi- 
viduals with commercial banks 
are estimated at about $2.5 bil- 
lion, about half of it in foreign 
currency. There has been no dear 
accounting of external accounts 
maintained by Jordanians, bat 
analysts say it could run into 
several billion dollars. 

The CBJ has said it has no 
intention whatsover to move 
against external accounts held by 
Jordanians who are residents in 
the Kingdom. 

While officials and economists 
are optimistic that Jordan would 
be able to maintain delicate eco- 
nomic Tope-trick in the short- 
term, doubts are cast on that 
confidence by the realisation that 
the Kingdom would face grave 
difficulties when it resumes its 
suspended servicing of foreign 
debts and imports go up as a 
result of declining tension in a 
post-Gulf- war situation. 

Jordan adopted a selective 
approach to servicing its foreign 
debts of $83 billion shortly after 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 
August since it was clear that the 
Kingdom’s carefully measured 
economic moves were totally- 

scrambled with the crisis. 


addffioffi] _ ^ " Tens ' of thousands of Jordpi 
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Central Bank official rales 

Boy Sell 


US. dollar 
Pound Sterling 

Dmudiemiric 

Swiss franc 
French franc 


660.0 670.0 
1298.4 1306.3 
445.3 447.9 
5213 524.4 
130.9 131.7 


Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian lira (tor 1 00) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 




LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on tiie London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.9610/20 

1.1495/1505 

1.4873/80 

1.6745/55 

1.2715/22 

30.61/6 6 

5.0600/50 

1118/1114 

130.90/00 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
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nians have returned home, 
adding to the already high unem- 
ployment rate and imposing new 
demands on the water, power, 
housing and related infrastruc- 
ture of the Kingdom. 

Studies made by the Economic 
and Social Commission for West 
Asia (ESCWA) indicate that the 
total loss Jordan and Jordanians 
suffered suffered as a result of the 
Gulf crisis -amounted to $8.4 bil- 
lion — in terms of savings and 
assets of Jordanian expatriates 
living in Kuwait and the direct 
losses to the national economy. 

Ironic though it is, the only 
consolation, as some economists 
point oat, lies in the sharp decline 
m imports as a result of uncer- 
tainties over the Gulf situation 
and problems posed by the de 
facto blockade at Aqaba port. 

However, in a post-war situa- 
tion the consumption-oriented 
Jordanian society will make a 
heavy demand on the economy 
by boosting imports, economists 
say. 

Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneb said last week that the 
Kingdom’s losses — trade with 
Iraq and Kuwait, Arab financial 
assistance. Gulf expatriate re- 
mittances and transit and port 
revenues on Iraq-bound cargo 
imported through Aqaba — were 
around $2 billion and the figure 
could rise to $4 billion in 1991. 

The 'international assistance 
that Jordan has received came in 
line with a Jordanian request for 
aid as provided for in Article 50 
of the United Nations charter 
which calls for pecuniary com- 
pensation for countries economi- 
cally hit by their adherence to 
mandatory resolutions of the 
Security Council. 

But once it moves to service its 
foreign debts and draws the re- 
quired $600 million from its fore- 
ign exchange reserves in addition 
to meeting the currency needs for 
imports, the Kingdom would lace 
a cash crunch as opposed to the 
prevailing comfort in the central 
bank's books. 

Jordan has to meet its foreign 
debts repayments in arrears be- 
fore seeking new debt reschedul- 
ing agreements with the London 
Club of commerda! institutions 

(among which are. Kuwaiti finan- 
cial 'agencies and banks) and the 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — A Soviet announcement that Iraq had reacted, 
positively to Moscow’s plan for peace in the Goff sent the All 
Ordinaries index up 19.5 points to 1,387.3. 

TOKYO — Stocks closed easier following news of a positive Iraqi 
response and a cool U.S. reaction to a Soviet peace plan. The 
Nikkei index slipped 121.56 points to 25,902.81. 

FRANKFURT — Gulf jitters kept the market cautious but the 
blue chip DAX index gained 16-20 points to 1,582.52. 

ZURICH — Investors were cautiously optimistic about a 
settlement of the Gulf war. The all-share SPI index rose 8.9 points 
to 1,011.7, its highest close since September. 

PARIS — French investors shrugged off uncertainly over the Gulf 
war. Hie CAC-40 index rose 7.16 points to 1,716,88, a six-month 
closing high. 

LONDON — U.K. shares recovered on a U.S. rally after 
President Bush set a deadline for Iraqi troops to begin withdraw- 
ing from Kuwait. The FTSE index closed 1.9 higher at 2,314.?. 
NEW YORK — President Bush’s ultimatum to Iraq raised hopes 
of a quick end to the Gulf war. At 1716 GMT the Dow Jones 
industrials were up 24.75 to 2,916.58. 
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Traders expect oil prices to fall 
regardless of Gulf war outcome 


Paris club od creditor govern- 
ments. 

Mr. Jardaneh has said that a 
moratorium on Jordanian repay- 
ments of principal and interest on 
its foreign debts would help the 
Kingdom immensely in its efforts 
to restore order to its economy 
and put it back on the right 
tracks. 

But that remains an elusive 
objective in view of the strain in 
relations between Amman and 
Washington, which is sure to 
twist the arm of international 
monetary organisations against 
the Kingdom as implicitly indi- 
cated by White House and State 
Department spokesmen. 

One of the major fallouts of the 
Gulf crisis and Jordan's refusal to 
endorse the American-led “war 
camp” against Iraq is the cut off 
in financial assistance from oil- 
producing Gulf states. 

Then came the Saudi move to 
cut off its oil supply to make up 
for the shortfalls from Iraq and to 
impose a ban on imports of 
Jordanian produce as well as the 
transit through Saudi territory of 
Jordanian trucks bound for the 
Gulf states — a traditional mar- 
ket for the Kingdom’s products. 

The Kingdom’s leadership had 
repeatedly pointed out that its 
burden of foreign debts — one of 
the highest per capita in the world 
— was imposed on it as a result 
on non-fulfilment of pledges 
made by Arab states in 1979. 

Under these pledges, Jordan 
was to have received over $12 
billion over 10 years, but it 
actually redeved only around $7 
billion while it had borrowed 
from external sources against the 
expected frill contribution. 

“We are survivors and will 
survive the present crisis if we 
receive non-political external 
help with no strings attached,” 
said a senior official, who prefer- 
red anonymity. 

“Our planners and people have 
proved this point,” he added 
referring to the state of economy 
in early 1989, when the King- 
dom's reserves reflected a nega- 
tive balance — appropriation of 
tBJ-held funds of 35 per cent of 
all foreign exchange desposits at 
commercial banks — to the tune . 
of $100 million. 


SINGAPORE (R) — Oil prices 
are set to fall whether peace 
breaks out in the Middle East or 
the United States launches a 
ground offensive to drive Iraq out 
of Kuwait, oil industry sources 
said Friday. 

“Whatever happens, the end of 
the war is in sight,” said a trader 
for a major oil company. 

“Once there is decisive strike 
against Iraq, people will say it’s 
all over,” a European trader said. 
“We may have a bit of a price 
fluctuation but it will come down 
lower because of the over- 
supply.” 

Once the Gulf war ends, the 
focus of attention will switch to 


the abundant supplies of crude oQ 
hanging over the market, traders 
say. 

The Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) is 
pumping more oil than before the 
Gulf crisis began, despite the 
throttling of exports from Iraq 
and Kuwait. 

Oil prices have already lost half 
their value since the Gulf war 
started on Jan. 17. 

On that day, the price of Bri- 
tain’s internationally-traded 
Brent blend crude shot briefly up 
to $33.50 a barrel. On Friday it 
fluctuated between $16.20 and 
$16.80 for April, first falling 


down on Iraq’s positive response 
to the Soviet plan, then edging 
back up due to the cool U.S. 
reaction. 

An all-out ground war is likely 
to give the market a psychological 
boost but traders said unless che- 
mical or nuclear weapons were 
used any gains would be short- 
lived. 

They said the price of Brent 
could foil to around $15 when the 
war was over. 

Oil ministers from four key 
OPEC countries will meet in 
Vienna Monday to discuss how to 
stop an oil price collapse. 

“They are going to see what 
can be done when the hostilities 


cease and the (oil) market col- 
lapses,” a senior delegate to the 
meeting told Reuters 
Wednesday. 

OPEC suspended ofl produc- 
tion quotas in September to allow 
members to boost output to com- 
pensate for the gap of more than 
four million barrels caused by an 
international boycott on oil from 
Iraq and Kuwait. 

This has allowed total group 
output to actually rise above the 
level produced prior to the Aug. 
2 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

OPEC’s target price for oil, 
called the “minimum reference” 
price, is $21 a barrel. 


Saudi prince invests 
$590m in Citicorp 


EC parliament approves 
lending to East Europe 


NEW YORK (R) — A Saudi 
Arabian prince has agreed to 
invest $590 million in Gticorp, a 
move that would make him the 
largest single shareholder in the 
biggest U.S. banki Citicorp and 
news reports said Thursday. 

Prince AI Waleed Ben Talal, a 
member of the Saudi royal fami- 
ly, already owns 4.9 per cent of 
Citicorp’s common stock and 
could eventually own 14.9 per 
cent if he converted his new 
preferred stock holding into com- 
mon shares. 

Gticorp said the placement of 
5590 million of convertible pre- 
ferred shares with the prince 
would complete the first step of a 
plan, announced last month, to 
raise $1 to SI .5 billion. 

The banking concern has been 
trying since October to raise that 
amount of capita! from investors. 

The prince, 35, is a distant 
relative of King Fahd. His for- 
tune has been assessed by Forbes 
magazine at more than $1 billion, 
amassed partly through construc- 
tion, a travel agency business and 
owning a bank in Saudi Arabia. 

According to the New York 
Times, the prince has said he is 

Romania, 
oil, $ 100m 

BUCHAREST (AP) — Iran 
agreed Thursday to sell Romania 
four million tonnes of crude oil 
over the next year, about a fifth 
of the country's total require- 
ments. 

The Islamic republic also agreed 
to process a large amount of its 
oil in Romania, giving the coun- 
try’s mammoth, moribund refin- 
ing industry a significant boost. It 
will also grant Romania 5100 
million credit to be used for the 
purchase of unspecified Iranian 
products. 

The agreement was signed 
Thursday morning after three 
days of talks between delegations 
headed by visiting Iranian Vice 
President Massoud Roghani Zan- 
jani and Economics 'Minister 
Eugen Dijmarescu. 

Dijmarescu was quoted by the 
state news agency Rompres as 
saying the agreement showed 
Iran “recognises a friend in 
need.” 

Romania currently is in the 
throes of an energy crisis, as are 
most of its neighbours in Eastern 
Europe. Romania’s troubles are 
brought about by die Gulf crisis, 
a reduction of imports from the 
Soviet Union, and decreased 
domestic production. 4 

Iran’s oO industry has still not 
recovered from its devastating 
eight-year war with Iraq, which 


acting on his own behalf and not 
* as a representative of the Saudi 
government or royal f amil y mem- 
bers, and will not be represented 
on die Gticorp board. 

He has also promised not to try 
to gain control of the company, 
the New York Times said. 

The newspaper said the Feder- 
al Reserve, the U.S. central 
bank, bad approved the invest- 
ment. 

It quoted Gticorp Chairman 
John Reed as saying the invest- 
ment was the first of several 
moves aimed at improving the 
compnay’s financial strength. 

Options included selling secur- 
ities, raising equity capital from 
investors or selling parts of its 
business. 

The newspaper said the invest- 
ment was a reminder that some 
investors were beginning to look 
beyond the losses which U.S. 
banks have suffered from real 
estate loans. 

Criticorp announced a $382 mil- 
lion loss for the fourth quarter of 
1990 as it set aside funds to cover 
losses on loans and expenses 
associated with payroll cuts. It 
plans to cut 8,000 from its 90,000 
workforce. 

Bran sign 
agreement 

ended in 1988. 

Iran agreed to process oil in 
Romania in the late 1970s, but 
the plan was derailed by the 
Iran-Iraq war, leaving Roma- 
nian plants built for this purpose 
partially inactive. 

‘ Officials have recently been 
actively seeking foreign dients 
for the co on try's oil-processing 
industry, which presently does 
not have enough work to operate 
efficiently and has therefore been 
partially shut down. 

No further details of the agree- 
ment were released. 

But high-ranking Romanian 
officials, speaking on anony- 
mously, said Iran would have at 
least 12 million tonnes of crude 
oil processed in Romania over 
the coming year. 

“The Iranians will process 
enough oD here to enable our 
mdustry to operate at frill capac- 
ity,” said an official in the foreign 
ministry. “It will make Romania 
Iran’s primary distribution point 
to Eastern Europe as well." 

The officials would not say how 
much Romania will pay for the 
oil, bnt Rompres said that it 
would be in hard currency. 

Romania’s oil requirement is 
estimated at around 20 million 
tonnes yearly, but in recent years 
it has been getting by with only 
12-13 million tonnes. 


STRASBOURG, France (R) — 
The European Parliament Friday 
approved European Community 
(EC) development loans of up to 
$1 billion to Romania, Czechos- 
lovakia and Bulgaria. 

The approval followed an 
agreement in principle by the 12 
EC states to offer the East Euro- 
pean countries loans from the 
European Investment Bank 
(EIB) of up to 700 million Euro- 
pean Currency Units ($980 mil- 
lion) over the next two years. 

Poland, Hungary and Yugosla- 
via already receive loans from the 
EIB, the EC's finance arm. But 
Spain dragged its feet for months 


over lending to other former 
communist states, saying Latin 
American countries should also 
get help. 

The compromise, agreed by 
■member states last week and like- 
ly to be endorsed by EC finance 
ministries on Feb. 25, would clear 
the lending authority for Eastern 
Europe but leave the door open 
for loans elsewhere. 

In a separate vote the parlia- 
ment backed a trade accord with 
Romania, signed by the Com- 
munity last October, which would 
ease curbs on imports and prom- 
ote cooperation in such fields as 
agriculure, ecology and science 
and technology. 


Study says low pay 

in developing nations 

threatens free trade 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A new 
study foresees a severe stagnation 
in world trade unless Third World 
wages are brought closer to those 
earned by workers in developed 
countries. 

For instance, said the study by 
the Economic Policy 'Institute 
(EPI), a typical garment worker 
in Bangladesh earns about 10 
.cents for each shirt he makes 
while a worker in a more adv- 
anced U.S. factory could make 
the shirt in half the time but at 17 
times as much money. 

Mexican workers earn only ab- 
out $1 for every $8 earned by 
workers in the United States, the 
■study said. 

“If workers... in Mexico... 
earn only a fraction of the wages 
of Ford workers in Detroit, but 
produce essentially as many en- 
gines as Detroiters, then poten- 
tially we have a problem that 
Henry Ford would understand: 
Too many Fords, not enough 
customers," wrote Walter Russell 
Mead, the study's author. 

In 1914. Ford created a sensa- 
tion by announcing that he would 
pay skilled workers $5 a day, 
about twice the usual wage. He 
wanted them to be able to buy the 
model T they produced. , 

In the study for EPI, a 
Washington policy research 
group. Mead called for enforcing 
international agreements on stan- 
dards for labour. He warned that 
otherwise there would be more 
pressure to protect American 
jobs and industries, restricting 
the U.S. market for goods from 
the Third World. 

“Hours are longer, and holi-. 
days fewer in developing coun- 
tries,” he wrote. “In Korea some 


factory workers average two days 
off per month. In Morocco, chil- 
dren as young as seven years old 
work in oriental carpet factories 
where their small fingers are bet- 
ter able to tie the thousands of 
knots required." 

Representative Donald Pease 
told congressional panel con- 
sidering a U.S. -Mexican free 
trade agreement that jobs in his 
area are being lost to Third 
World competition. He would 
like to have U.S. authorities con- 
sider the practices Mead de- 
scribed to be unfair trade advan- 
tages, subject to .retaliation by 
the United States. 

Mead’s ideas were criticised by 
Ben Wattenberg, a former assis- 
tant to President Lyndon Johnson 
who is now a fellow at the con- 
servative American Enterprise 
Institute. 

“His conclusion is protectionist 
and regulatory," Wattenberg said 
in an interview. “He claims to 
know best what everybody’s reg- 
ulations should be. But you can’t 
save the market by more intense- 
ly regulating it.” 

Mead had attacked a study by 
Robert Lawrence and Robert 
Li tan of the Brookings Institu- 
tion, another public policy group 
in Washington. They argued that 
the United States can compete 
with low-wage countries because 
American labour is more produc- 
tive. 

“This view misses a historic 
.shift in the global economy,” 
Mead wrote. "Technological 
change increasingly makes it 
.possible to combine advanced 
techniques with (low) wage 
levels.” 


Greenspan sees little evidence 
U.S. credit crunch is easing 


WASHINGTON (R) — Federal' 
Reserve (Fed) Boad Chairman 
Alan Greenspan said Thursday 
he sees little evidence that the 
U.S. credit crunch caused by 
tighter bank lending is easing, 
despite cuts in interest rates that 
are intended to get banks to lend. 

In testimony to a House of 
Representatives banking subcom- 
mittee, Greenspan said some 
banks have been too cautious in 
their lending practices and in 
many instances pulled back on 
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lending to the point that has not 
been in their own best interests. 

“The evidence that the credit 
-crunch is easing off are still very 
minimal, if at all,” Greenspan 
said. 

But in a repeat of testimony 
that he gave Wednesday to the 
Senate Banking Committee, 
Greenspan said concerns over the 
central bank’s ability to counter 
the credit crunch through its 
monetary police are exaggerated. 

The U.S. central bank bas been 
lowering interest rates steadily 
since July in an effort to offset the 
credit crunch and spur the eco- 
nomy out of recession. 

Greenspan offered little new 
insight into what the central 
bank’s next move will be. Bat in 

prepared testimony he repeated' 
statements that he expects the- 

U.S. economy to swing out of 
recession later this year and infla- 


tion to be at its lowest level in 
several years. 

He also cautioned that it may 
be unwise to rule out the chance 
.that the recession will deepen, 
given the uncertainties causes by 
die Gulf war and problems in the 
banking industry. 

He told the House subcommit- 
tee that raising taxes to finance 
the Gulf war would further dam- 
age an economy that already is in 
recession. It is premature to talk 
about raising taxes, because U.S. 
allies have offered to share the 


costs of the war, he said. 

A tax increase “would be un- 
helpful at this point,” he said, 
adding that he expects a fairly 
dramatic drop in the U.S. budget 
deficit in the coming years. 

He also told the House panel 
that the Fed has not been com- 
fortable with some of the dollar’s 
recent weakness and that there 
have been discussions among the 
major trading partners to coor- 
dinate economic policy in a man- 
ner that does not upset currency 
markets. 
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Russian Hardliners act to oust 
Yeltsin; Moldovan leader quits 


MOSCOW (R) — Communist 
hardliners in the Russian parlia- 
ment tried to oust Boris Yeltsin 
as leader in a furious response to 
his demand for the resignation of 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 

The called for an extraordinary 
meeting of the full Russian parlia- 
ment with the clear aim of prop- 
osing a vote of no confidence in 
Yeltsin, Gorbachev’s political 

arch-rival. 

“Yeltsin’s striving for author- 
itarian rule and confrontation and 
his desire to decide issues of 
internal and foreign policy on his 
own are becoming more and 
more obvious.” said a statement 
read to parliament by deputy 
Svetlana Goryacheva. 

“He is ruining not only the 
USSR but also Russia. ... The 
people are tired of endless prom- 
ises." said the statement, signed 
by Goryacheva and three other 
senior parliamentary leaders. 

In a separate development, the 
president of the southwestern 
Soviet P^epubiic of Moldova res- 
igned, declaring that he was the 
victim of a Communist Party 


ballerina 

Margot 

Fonteyn 

dies 

PANAMA CITY (R) — Dame 
Margot Fonteyn, who we from a 
sv.'Wil.sJie role to ri n r.-c’e of 
the ballet world in a legendary 
partnership w ; i n Rudolf 
Nitreyev. died Thur-da; in her 
-i J . 

A friend said the British-born 
Fonteyn, who was 3 major star 
for three decades before begin- 
ning her partnership with 
Nureyev, a dancer 20 years her 
junior, had suffered a long bout 
with cancer. 

Rodrigo Moreno, administra- 
tive director of the Panama City 
Hospital where the 71-year-old 
Fonteyn died, reported,. the im- 
mediate cause of her death as 
blood-poisoning. 

“She had cancer the last three 
years." said Gerasimos Kanelo- 
pulos, a local bookstore owner 
and friend, who said he had 
visited her at the hospital Satur- 
day. only to find her sleeping 
under heavy sedation. 

Bom Margaret Hookham on 
May IS, 1919, in Reigate, south 
of London, Fonteyn became a 
prima ballerina at the age of 17. 

She danced all the principal 
roles in classical ballet during her 
long career, which began as a 
snowflake in The Nutcracker with 
the Sadler’s Wells Ballet Com- 
pany in 1934. 

The Sadler's Wells became the 
Royal Ballet in 1956, and it was 
Fonteyn's partnership in the 
1960s with Russian defector 
Nureyev that took the dance 
world by storm. 

After a 1964 performance of 
Swan Lake m Vienna, the pair 
took S9 curtain calls, the highest 
ever recorded by ballet dancers. 

It was her human qualities off- 
stage however, that perhaps 
brought her an equal amount of 
fame and admiration. 

Panamanian President Guiller- 
mo Endara issued a statement 
Thursday, praising her as a 
woman of high moral character 
and calling her death "an irrepar- 
able loss.” 

Fonteyn, who was firmly estab- 
lished as a star by the end of the 
1930s, was regarded by choreog- 
rapher Sir Frederick Ashton as 
his muse and he created many 
ballets for her. 

She first came to Panama in 
1955 after she married Roberto 
(Tito) Arias, a Panamanian, 
lawyer and politician. 

In 1964, her husband's attemp- 
ted assassination changed their 
lives. The shooting left Arias 
paralysed and barely able to 
speak, and Fonteyn began to 
spend more of her time in Pana- 
ma to be with him. 

Created a dame commander of 
the British Empire in 1956, Fon- 
teyn continued dancing into her 
sixties and last danced in public in 
February 1986 in Miami, Florida. 

She devoted her retirement 
years to tending her crippled hus- 
band at their 600-acre farm on 
Panama's Pacific Coast. 

After Arias died of cancer in 
November 1989 she continued to 
live at the farm. The couple had 
no children. 

Arias, who was both the son 
and nephew of Panamanian presi- 
dents. introduced Fonteyn to 
military strongman Manuel Anto- 
nio Noriega. And she took 
Nureyev to meet him in 1987. ■ 

Fonteyn was at the farm when, 
the United States invaded Pana- 
ma in December 1989 to over- 
throw Noriega. 


campaign to discredit him. 

Mircea Snegur. a former party 
official now widely regarded as a 
liberal, said he would stay on as 
acting president if the Moldovan 
parliament agreed to direct elec- 
tions to the presidency. 

The move against Yeltsin, in 
his own Russian power base, 
came two days after he called for 
Gorbachev's resignation in a 
dramatic television interview. 

Passions ran high in the debate, 
during which only one parliamen- 
tary leader — Yeltsin’s first depu- 
ty Ruslan Khasbulatov — spoke 
in his defence. Outside parlia- 
ment rival groups staged pro- and 
anti- Yeltsin demonstrations. 

Yeltsin was elected Russian 
president just under a year ago 
with a narrow majority in the 
Congress of People's Deputies, 
the full Russian legislature. 

Hardliners in the federal Soviet 
parliament have accused Yeitsin 
of declaring “civil war" and Gor- 
bachev delivered a clear attack on 
his rival in remarks carried by the 
trade union newspaper Trud. 

“Someone today is trying to 
inflame the people," Trud quoted 


Gorbachev as telling a group of 
union leaders. 

“These people are destroyers, 
they have no positive program- 
me. Their only aim is to cause a 
national scandal to achieve their 
ambitious goals. But today it's 
very dangerous to rock the boat,” 
he was quoted as saying. 

Yeltsin, a former Communist 
Party boss in the Urals city of 
Sverdlovsk, was summoned by 
Gorbachev in 19S5 to run the 
Moscow party organisation and 
take a seat on the ruling pofit- 
buro. 

But Yeltsin broke with his 
mentor two years later and. 
buoyed by popular support, has 
emerged as his main rival. 

The two have clashed repe- 
atedly because of Yeltsin's 
attempts to curb the power of 
central Soviet authorities over his 
Russian Federation, the biggest 
of the 15 republics. 

Yeltsin wants control over Rus- 
sia's vast resources and freedom 
to conduct more radical economic 
reform. Gorbachev says his plans 
would lead to chaos. 

Events seem to be moving fast 


Seoul 
opposition 
chief calls 
on Roh 


CFE talks stalled over 
‘Soviet intransigence’ 


towards a final showdown be- OPj WfNfT 
tween the two rivals. Resurgent 1 1 lv - /l 1 

hardline Communists are deter- ■ 

mined to drive out Yeltsin, who TQ f©S 1 0 M 
quit the party last July. ^ 

Moldova's Snegur said the 


Communist campaign against him 
had begun since the appointment 
of a new party chief. Grigory 
Yeremei. earlier this month. 

The Communists lost power 10 
liberals and radicals in elections 
last year in Moldova, which has 
been shaken by confrontation be- 
tween the majority Romanian- 
speaking population and Russian 
and Turkic or Gaguaz minorities. 

Soviet News Agency (TASS), 
in a report from the Moldovan 
capital of Kishinyov near the 
border with Romania, said Sne- 
gur also accused the republic's 
radical Prime Minister Mircea 
Druk of seeking to reduce the 
role of the presidency. 

Only last week Snegur visited 
Romania, to which most of Mol- 
dova belonged before 1940, and 
was given a full state welcome by 
President Ion Iliescu. Many Mol- 
dovans are known to favour even- 
tual reunion with Romania. 


SEOUL (AP) — The top opposi- 
tion leader charged President 
Roh, Tae-Woo Friday with a 
coverup and demanded a new 
investigation into a multimillion 
dollar scandal some call Korea's 
Watergate. 

Kim Dae-Jung, head of the 
leading opposition Party for 
Peace and Democracy, deman- 
ded Roh order a new investiga- 


VIENNA (AP) — Conventional 
arms talks stalled Thursday over 
what delegations from both East 
and West called Soviet intransi- 
gence on complying with a treaty 
signed last November. 

. “Twenty -one nations tried to 
prove that the treaty meant one 
thing, and the Soviets tried to 
prow it meant something else,” 
said a member of an Eastern 
European delegation. 

A Western diplomat said no 
further plenary meetings of the 22 
delegations to talks on Conven- 
tional Forces in Europe (CFE) 
were scheduled until March 21, 
the day before this round is over. 

No working groups are sche- 


tion, fire the justice minister and duled to meet, but delegations 
prosecutor general and name a- will stay in contact informally and 


Tirana streets calm after 2 I Former top 


new, neutral cabinet. 

“It was a coverup all the way,” 
Kim told reporters. He said Rob 
should resign from the governing 
party to remain neutral. 

Roh’s Democratic Liberal Par- 
ty (DLP) angrily denounced Kim 
Friday, claiming it was “a 
strategic design to expand and 
circulate rumours” and to divide 
the administration and the gov- 
erning party. 

Anti-government rallies were 
held at two Seoul universities and 


a new negotiating session can be 
called if the Soviet position 
changes, said the Western offi- 


cial. 

Both diplomats spoke on con- 
dition they not be identified. 

The 16 nations of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation and 
the six Warsaw Pact countries, 
including the Soviet Union, 
signed an agreement in Paris last 
November committing them- 
selves. to slashing their arsenals of 
tanks and other conventional 
weapons in Europe. 

The current round of talks are 
to focus on the number of soldiers 
in. Europe. 

But the West says the Soviets 
are trying to exclude three moto- 
rised infantry divisions of about 
1,000 tanks from die Paris treaty 
by transferring them to naval 
control, and they have ques- 
tioned the numbers the Soviets 
have provided for the weapons 
they continue to bold. 



French leaders clash over 
new youth cigarette brand 


days of demonstrations 


VIENNA, Austria (AP) — 
Troops and tanks guarded key 
Tirana buildings Friday after a 
second day of pro-democracy up- 
heaval, but a resident of the 
Albanian capital said the streets 
were calm and people were back 
at work. 

Communist Party officials cal- 
led cn citizens in an address late 
Thursday to “halt the dark forces 
in their tracks ” 

“The power of the people is 
imperiled, and the victories we 
• ■- J-J-.-f 4vd:-:jrf 
the homeland are in danger," the 
appeal said. 

Radio Tirana journalist Vladi- 
mir Cicani said in a telephone 
interview that police were drawn 
up around the Central Commit- 
tee building of the ruling Com- 
munist Party and around the 
National Museum, both sites of 
rallies Thursday. 

Two tanks were standing near 
the museum on Skanderbeg 
Square, the focal point of the iwo 
days of anti-Stalinist demonstra- 
tions, he said. A small group of 
soldiers was on patrol in front of 
Radio Tirana- 

Tirana, crippled Wednesday by 
wide-spread strikes, was back to 
normal, “with stores open and 
people' back to work," said Cica- 
ni. There were no reports of un- 
rest outride the capital, he said. 

He said that students, whose 
hunger strike led to the latest 
outbreak of unrest, were ex- 
pected back in classes Monday 


after a three-week boycott. 

“The party and its Central 
Committee resolutely condemn 
these acts of vandalism which 
have outraged the entire people.’* 
the Communists said in an appeal 
broadcast over Albanian radio 
and monitored by the British 
Broadcasting Corp. in London. 


Chinese 
official 
stripped 
of post 

HONG KONG (R) — Xu Jiatun, 
Peking's most senior official in 


circulate rumours” and to divide PARIS (AP) — French leaders 
the administration and the gov- banled each other over the state- 
era ing party. owned tobacco company’s 

. . „ ... embarrassing decision to intro- 

Anti-government rallies were d nev f brand of cigarette 
held at two Seoul universities and 

dissidents and tadicals said de- a, ” e £ spectfically at > >oun 8 
monstrations would be held ^ release o{ ^ ncw brand 

, - 1 comes just two months after the 

lawmakers voted to ban cigarette 
advertising after Jan. 1, 1993 in a 

non cook unite m ana it uas | . . . . „ 

campaign to curb smoking, parti- 

= o 1 j 1 cuJariy among youth. 

.... - - - r- .... 1 Premier Michael Rocard con- 


monstrations would be held me n(;w Drana 

Saturday demanding Roh s res- | . [wo montto ^ ^ 

ignanon. 

Ro^ooTo^^lffiifbS “i^oL7o^ a 

tarnished the governing party as * ta g> P 

the country prep ares for ele cuons M^l Rocard con- 

Ind lirt detnnrd the state-owned tobacco 

a 2 " i ° ,i 0US ' ng " m!1,0r company Seita for marketing the 


domestic issues. 

Riot police firing tear gas 
charged into Seoul's Kyungbee 
University after about 200 stu- 
dents burned an American flag 


new brand, called “Chevignon” 
after a clothing label popular with 
high-school students. 

“This is not admissable, and 
will be put right,” Rocard, a 


“Honest and patriotic people Hong Kong before his reported and shouted sloeans demanding . . P, - _j- 

must organise .. and together ! defection to the United States. Roh's resignation. 

with Communists confront the 1 has beer, stripped bv China of his “Let's overthrow Roh Tae- ! ®.- 


situation in order to halt the dark 
forces in their tracks." 

1 i'.v.T * -‘Ck 

accused unidentified “dark 
forces,” including some outside 
Albania, of whipping up discon- 
tent. 

On Thursday, demonstrators 
burned books by Albania's Com- 
munist founder Enver Hoxha and 
tore down slogans praising the 
ruling Party of Labour in a furth- 
er repudiation of the small Bal- 
kan country's Stalinist legacy. 

Security forces fired warning 
shots into the air to disperse the 
protesters, some of whom sang 
and danced on tanks parked at a 
road block protecting an exclu- 
sive district where Communist 
top leadership lives. 

A Tirana resident, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, said a 
crowd moved from the road block 
to nearby Skanderbeg Square and 
destroyed a slogan reading “long 
live the Labour Party of Alba- 
nia,” leaving only “Albania" in- 
tact. 


has beer, stripped by China of his 
official posts in the National Peo- 
ple's Congress (N?C) and ac- 
c.*«rc cl 're:. - *>?.». 

The official New China News 
Agency (NONA) said Friday the 
derision had been taken after a 
report by the Guangdong Peo- 
ple's Congress. Xu Jiatun was 
once NCNA Hong Kong direc- 
tor. 

“The report stated that Xu had 
betrayed the people, caused ex- 
tremely bad consequences both at 
home and abroad, and betrayed 
the baric conditions expected of an 
NPC deputy.’- NCNA said. 


“Let's overthrow Roh Tae- 
Woo.” students yelled, fighting 
oolice with firebombs, rocks and 
clubs in an hour-long clash. 
Several injuries were reported, 
but there were no arrests, police 
said. 

Radical studepts claim Roh is a 
puppet of the U.S. government. 
They frequently burn U.S. flags 
at anti-government protests. 

The opposition leader said bis 
party had obtained a confidential 
memo allegedly showing Roll's 
office was implicated in helping 
win permission for illegal con- 
struction in a restricted "green 
belt’’ surrounding Seoul 


Xu. replaced * NCNA Hong ^ 


interview. “Seita is violating the 
law ... in a most explicit 
manner.” 

But the prime minister quickly 
found himself under attack by 
budget minister and fellow smok- 
er Michael Charasse, who said 
that Seita was merely protecting 
its domestic market. 

“I prefer that French people 
buy French cigarettes rather than 
foreign ones, because that will 
permit us to keep jobs in Seita 
factories.” Charasse said. 

Seita adds 12 milli on francs 
(S2.4 million) in tobacco taxes a 
year to French government cof- 
fers, and Charasse said the Che- 
vignon brand should add to that 


Peru announced emergency 
programme to halt epidemic 


LIMA (AP) — The government 
has announced an emergency 
programme to combat the spread 
of a cholera epidemic which has 
claimed nearly 120 lives since late 
January. 

Meanwhile, foreign donations 
of medicines continued to arrive 
Thursday, as government officials 
urged that the international relief 
effort continue. 

Health Minister Carlos Vidal 
said Thursday the government 
planned to increase chlorine 
levels in the drinking water supp- 
ly, treat sewage water from 
Lima's hospitals before dumping 
it into the sea, send teams of 
health workers to inspect home 
plumbing “house by house” in the 
capital, and set up mobile public 
restrooms in Lima’s shantytowns. 

“We’re going to start a massive 
campaign in the shantytowns,” 
Vidal said. 

Many of Luna's shantytowns, 
home to 4 million of the capital's 
7 million people, lack water, sew- 
age and health facilities. They 
have also registered the majority 
of cholera victims so far. 

Health Ministry figures re- 
leased Thursday said 119 people 
had died out of 23.727 reported 
cases of cholera since the disease 
was first reported in late January. 

Vidal added he would ask Pres- 
ident Alberto Fujimori to lower 
the government-controlled price 
of kerosene, so that working dass 
housewives could afford to boil 
drinking water on kerosene, 
stoves for 10 minutes, as recom- 
mended by the Health Ministry. 

He said a complete report on 
the epidemic would be ready in 
15 to 20 days. He added that the 
epidemic wonld not be brought 
under control for at . least two 
months. 

Meanwhile, 800 Lima sanitary 
workers continued an indefinite 
strike over pay increases for the 
second day. 

The bousing and construction 
minister, Guillermo Del Solar, 
admitted the cholera bacillus had 


been detected in the water of 
Lima's Rimac River, but that the 
bacillus was eradicated at the 
water purification plant. 

The head of the Peruvian 
Oceanic Institute, Ricardo Ceval- 
los, denied Peruvian seafood pro- 
ducts were contaminated by the 
vibrio cholerae bacillus. 

“We have proved that the sea 
is not contaminated with cholera 
in the slightest," Cevallos said. 
He added the institute had tested 
103 samples of seawater, fish and 
shellfish along Peru's 1,400-mile 
(2200 kilometre) coastline. 

However, he advised Peruvians 
to thoroughly cook seafood as a 
precaution. 

A spokesman for the German 
embassy denied reports that Ger- 
many had banned imports of 
Peruvian fish products, or that 
cholera cases had been registered 
in Germany as a result of eating 
contaminated fish. 

Tne European parliament has 
called on the European Com- 
munity to send aid to Peru to 
compensate for losses incurred by 
bans of Peruvian seafood exports 
by several Latin American na- 
•tions, and by France and Italy. 

But the Jiead of the state 
fishing company Pescaperu . 
Roberto Marcovich, said Thurs- 
day Peru’s fishing exports had nor 
been affected by the epidmic. 

Marcovich said a ban recently 
imposed in sardine fishing was for 
the breeding season, and not be- 
cause of contamination. 

Peru is the world’s leading fish- 
meal exporter, and a major pro- 
ducer of fish oil and canned sea- 
food. Annual fishing exports 
bring in S500 million, a fifth of 
Peru's total exports. 

A third German shipment of 10 
tons of medicines arrived in Lima 
Thursday. Health official Dr. 
Alberto Galioso said nations had 
already donated some $900,000 
worth of medicines and had sent 
30 doctors and epidemiologists to 
help combat epidemic. 


Kong director last February by 
hard-line Vice Foreign Minister 
Zhou Nan, left unexpectedly for 
the United States on April 30. 

Chinese officials denied that he 
had defected, saying he had 
merely travelled to California for 
an extended holiday. 

But Chinese sources in Hong 
Kong with access to Chinese 
Communist Party documents said 
Xu. 75, was now being seen as the 
highest ranking defector in Pek- 
ing's hierarchy. 

"I have seen an internal Com- 
munist Party circular which in 
fact treats him as one of the 
worst-ever defector cases," said 
one Chinese source who declined 
to be identified. 

“It's pretty obvious he will 
eventually lose his party mem- 
bership after losing his NPC 
seat.” he added. 

Xu. a smiling, grey-baired fi- 
gure much-loved by local political 
cartoonists, had been China's 
senior representative in Hong 
Kong since 19S3. 

Many who knew the veteran 
Communist Party politician said 
he came to understand and 
appreciate the way Hong Kong, 
due to revert to Chinese 
sovereignty in 1997. operated as a 
freewheeling bastion of captiaJ- 
ism. 


idential aide and five governing 
and opposition party legislators, 
have been arrested. They were 
charged with accepting $1.4 mil- 
lion in bribes. 


The new brand is copied after a 
line of clothing extremely popular 
with high-school students, whom 
the government is officially trying 
to keep from lighting up. 


Seita hopes the cigarette will 
have the same success. Tobacco 
shops selling the brand, which 
came ontoa the market Monday, 
say their stocks have been 
emptied within hours by 15-20 
years-olds. 

Health Minister Briino 
Durieux claims that the introduc- 
tion of the brand violates a new 
law to ban cigarette and alcohol 
advertising. 

So does Social Affairs Minis- 
ters Clande Evin, who 
shepherded the hard-fought anti- 
tobacco advertising bill through 
the National Assembly and Sen- 
ate. It also significantly curbs 
alcohol ads. 

The new cigarette brand would 
trickily use the Chevignon clo- 
thing label as an advertisment, 
thus violating the law, Evin says. 

Seita and Chevignon, a private 
company whose clothing hear- 
kens to the American 1950s. 
worked out the launch of the 
cigarette brand together and will 
share the profits. 

The packet of cigarettes bears 
the brown -and- kakhi Chevignon 
label featuring a propeller air- 
craft. 

Seita responds that it will with- 
draw the brand only if the courts 
decide it is violating the law. The 
‘clothing compnay is also awaiting 
a legal decision. 

Charasse said he has no inten- 
tion of being intimidated by his 
government colleagues. 

“The anti-tobacco law dearly 
doesn’t have the intention of for- 
bidding the consumption and sale 
of cigarettes and cigars,” he said. 
‘The duty of die state is to 
preserve this industrial t6ol.” 


U.S. panels to revamp spy community 


WASHINGTON — Congression- 
al oversight panels have 
announced plans to streamline 
the U.S. spy community to reflect 
post-cold war challenges, the 
federal budget crunch and lessons 
from the Gulf war. 

Studies are under way that 
could lead to the most sweeping 
changes since the community be- 
gan to take shape in 1947 with the 
creation of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA). Legislation 
is likely to be introduced^ as early 
as this spring. 

The democratic and Republi- 
can leaders of the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence said 
they hoped to streamline intelli- 
gence-gathering. scrap overlap- 
ping responsibilities and boost 
their ability to pin blame when 
mistakes were made. 

“We are in a completely 
changed world environment," 
Oklahoma Democrat David 
Boren, the committee chairman, 
said in announcing a study of 
proposals to “completely over- 
haul" the spy agencies. 


Vice Chairman Fraak Mur- 
kowski. Republican of Alaska, 
said one of his main goals was to 
clarify where responsibility lies 
for specific decisions. 

Other significant issues include 
whether there is “fat” in the 
intelligence budget and whether 
relations between the civilian and 
military agencies should be 
reshaped, he said. 

Murkowski expressed frustra- 
tion at his inability to fix blame 
for such incidents as die planting 
of eavesdropping devices in the 
walls of the new U.S. embassy 
building in Moscow daring con- 
struction in the late 1970s and 
1980s. 

“Any time one approaches that 
and asks who’s responsible for 
the decisions that were made ... 
you won’t get any volunteers,” he 
told Reuters. 

Boren’s and Murkowsld’s re- 
commendations will be spelled 
out in legislation that may be 
introduced as early as April or 
May. committee general counsel 
Brirt Snider said. 


He said their recommendations 
wonld take account of lessons 
learned from Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm, the U.S. buildnp 
and war against Iraq. 

The war has highlighted U.S. 
reliance on a fleet of high-tech 
spy satellites for battlefield up- 
dates and electronic eavesdrop- 
ping on military communications. 

Dave McCurdy, new chairman 
of the House of Representatives 
Intelligence Committee, also 
announced this month that he 
wanted to reshape the intelli- 
gence and vowed to “stand up to” 
CIA Director W illiam Webster. 

“I don’t think the committee 
has been aggressive enough," the 
Oklahoma Democrat told the 
Washington Post. “I intend to 
re-establish our credibility as an 
oversight committee...". 

McCurdy said the first briefing 
on the Gulf he received as acting 
chairman produced only generali- 
ties. He spelled out his require- 
ments for briefings — everything 
from targets to assessments of the 
chain of command. 


Japan’s crown prince still in search of a bride 


TOKYO (AP) — There are far 
worse men a woman could take 
home to meet her parents. He's 
wealthy, well-educated, likes to 
climb mountains and play the 
viola. He’s also heir to Japan’s 
throne. 

So why can't Crown Prince 
Naruhito. who turns 31 Saturday, 
find 2 bride? 

That is the question over which 
much of Japan is musing. 

"Why is Japan’s most splendid 
man having so much trouble find- 
ing a wife?” asked a recent head- 
line in the Shukan Bunshun. a 
popular weekly magazine. 

The short, soft-spoken imperial 
heir will be officially installed 
Saturday as crown prince in a 
Series of centuries-old rituals. 
The investiture comes just 
three months after his father. 
Emperor Akihito, formally 
assumed Japan's chrysanthemum 
throne, the world's oldest here- 
ditary monarchy. 

As far as most of the public is 
concerned, however, Naruhito's 
marital status appears to be of far 
more interest than the ceremony. 

“He would like to be part of 


the process of choosing his own 
bride, instead of having the 
palace arrange a marriage." said 
Minoru Hamao, a former impe- 
rial chamberlain. 

“But the crown prince has very 
little opportunity to mix socially 
with marriage-aged women,” 
Hamao said in a recent interview. 

Hamao said women who would 
pass the stria requirements for 
becoming a future empress also 
have far more freedom than their 
pre-war counterparts. They are 
less inclined to give up their 
freedom for the cloistered, tradi- 
tion-bound life behind the moat 
of the imperial palace. . 

Possible brides may also have 
been scared away by the example 
of Empress Michiko, who since 
marrying Akihito in 1959 — the 
first commoner to wed an impe- 
rial heir — has been a constant 
target of gossip. 

Upon his return in 1985 from 
post-graduate studies at Oxford, 
Naruhito told reporters, “it is 
best to marry before age 30." 
Two years later, he added that he. 
would “like to avoid" being sing- 
le and 30. 


He retracted those comments 
when he reached that milestone 
last year, saying that he is opti- 
mistic and pursuing the matter at 
his own pace. 

But soon after, Naruhito’s 24- 
year-old brother. Prince Akishi- 
no. announced his engagement to 
the daughter of a college profes- 
sor, once again whetting the 
media’s appetite for imperial 
nuptials. 

According to the latest 
"scoop.” palace officials have set 
the crown prince up with Finance 
Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto's 
daughter, one of several dozen 
candidates the media has unco- 
vered. Denials from her parents 
were quickly forthcoming. 

Reporters have also staked out 
the homes of other suspected 
candidates. That has led palace 
officials, and the emperor, to 
complain that all the media fuss 
may be scaring away prospective 
mates. 

“I hope this matter (of finding 
a bride) will be handled quietly," 
Akihito scolded reporters at a 
news conference last December. 
“I hear that there are some peo- 


ple who have been inconveni- 
enced." 

As the gossipy women's maga- 
zine that have sensationalised the 
prince's plight are quick to point 
out, early weddings had been the 
rule of thumb with Naruhito’s 
forefathers. 

Emperor Akihito wed Empress 
Michiko when he was 26. Hirohi- 
to, Naruhito’s grandfather, mar- 
ried when he was 23. Naruhito's 
great-grandfather, Taisho, tied 
the knot at age 20. 

Naruhito can find solace in the' 
fart that none of those three 
emperors-to-be was married 
when officially invested as crown 
prince. 

His great-great-grandfather 
Emperor Meiji remained single 
until after assuming the throne m 
1867 at the age of 14. 

Akihiio greatly expanded the- 
protective bride pool by mar- 
rying Michiko and opening the 
way for other imperial family 
members to wed commoners as 
Altishmo did. 

Naruhito has said that noble 
blood is not a primary concern in 
his search. 


‘A bang on tne 
head may have 
killed Mozart’ jM 

new YORK (AP) — A Fralp 
scholar believes Mozart died Jig. 
head injury, not rheumatic feVS| 
or poisoning as many tbougapr- 
The conclusion by anthropologStr 
Pierre-Francois Puecb of the Unp 
verefty of Provence resulted from . 
his finding a fracture in the skull- 
believed 10 have been the com- - 
poser’s. Archaeology magazm*^ 
reports in its March issue.. Tb^ 
ma gazin e said Mozart was known.-, 
to have begun suffering severe 
headaches in the spring of 1790-p 
more than, a year before h2 
death. Puech said the fracture 
the left temple, may have been' , 
the result of a fall. Puech fouqdS 
indications that the fracture”' 
caused chronic bleeding “that 
might well account for Mozarft; 
headaches, weakness and fainting' 
that culminated in his coma and 
subsequent Death on Dec. ,5j_ 
1791," the magazine said. Stari-T 
dard references attribute the. 
composer's death at the age of 35 
to a return of rheumatic fever be - 
suffered in childhood, combined 
with excessive bloodletting, a 
common medical practice at the 
time. His illness and rapid decline 
gave rise to speculation at" the 
time that he had been poisoned, a 
theory revived in recent years mp 
the movie and play Amadeus r 
The skull is part of an official 
archive, the Mozaxteum, in Salz- 
burg, Austria. It was dug up from 
Mozart’s burial site, just outside 
Vienna, about 10 years after the 
composer died. The Mozarteum 
maintains that it has not been 
established conclusively that die 
skull is Mozart's. 

Japanese to sell 
imported beef in 
vending machines ~ 

TOKYO (R) — U.S. beef will 
join the myriad of goods -sold 
from vending machines iriJapah 
when Tokyo scraps its qugtte on 
beef imports in April, i&piipany 
in the southern city of Kg||kaid. 
Packages containing mter diffe- 
rent cuts of frozen b«f "Will sett 
for about 1 .000 yen a kilogramme. 
(S3. 50 a pound), well below other 
retail prices here, said a spokes- 
man for the joint Japan ese-U.S- 
meat company that came up wife 
■the idea.- J. 

Explosive toys 
banned after 3 
children injured 

BRUSSELS (AP) — Belgian 
officials, legal officers and con- 
sumer organisations are hunting a 
new “mini-grenade’' sold as a 
toy, which has injured at least 
three children so far. A spokes- 
woman for Crioc, a consumer' 
information centre, said the blade j- 
plastic toy was still on sale in Jp* 
Brussels, although the local pro- 
secutor, acting on a complaint 
from one of the injured children, 
had banned it distribution. The 
three victims reportedly suffered 
hand and face wounds and burns. 
The woman said the mim-gre- . 
nade had the shape of an egg and' 
was apparently made in Italy. 
They said the mini -grenade bad 
to be lit by the user who should . 
immediately get away from it. 
The spokeswoman said such an ' 
explosive device, according to_ 
Belgian law, should not be sold to . 
children under age 16, but the j&g 
mini-grenade was widely distri- *" 
buted Hke ordinary firecrackers 
in street corner newspaper shops. 
The child of a Ministry of Eco- 
nomy official was injured by the 
toy, which prompted the ministry’ 
to lodge a legal complaint. 

Woman calls 
mother to U.S. 
to cat-sit 

RIYADH (AP) « — An expatriate 
New Zealander working as a-’ 
camerawoman in Saudi Arabia 
has flown her mother to the' 
United States on a cat-sitting 
mission. Margaret Moth has been if® 
walking in the United States 
since 1980 arid last May joined 
the Cable News Network. “I real- 
ty, redly wanted to come here (to 
the Gulf). They finally sent me- 
Feb - W, together with 
about 30 boxes of gear," she said 
Wednesday. But Moth had a 
problem — her cat Fu.-The 
female Persian-Siamese cross was 
a stray which adopted Moth’s 
apartment as its home. 'T rang 
my mother, Hona Wilson ... and 
asked her If she would mind living 
m my Dallas apartment until the 
war was over," Moth said. “She 
said, ‘all right, it’s not everyday 
your daughter goes to war.*”#* 
People asked me, ‘aren’t you 
frightened going to war?’ but I 
replied that it was more danger- 
ous living in Dallas. I hear shoot- 
ing from my apartment about' 
twice a week," 
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